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This month’s theme is
Upcoming Sunday Services

“Expectation”

10:30am

September 8
“Ingathering and Water Ceremony”
Rev. Douglas Taylor and Amanda Jones
Most years I focus on ‘community’ when putting together our
annual Water Ceremony. But notice how precious water is for
life. “Mni Wiconi” Remember to bring some water from a
place that is special or spiritual for you to share into our common bowl.
September 15
“The Gentle Oppressor”
Rev Douglas Taylor
Liberal Theology generally calls us to treat all people with
kindness and respect, even those with whom we disagree. Liberation Theology offers a challenging critique, a call to do
more than ‘agree to disagree.’
September 22
“The Youth have Seen Enough”
Tim Wolcott
September 29
“Expecting Error, Accepting Atonement”
Rev Douglas Taylor
With atrocities and injustices piling up around the world and
in our nation, it can be difficult (even immoral?) to ‘assume
best intentions’ when we bump up against each other. What is
the fulcrum upon which we balance justice and mercy?
October 6
“CB’s Pre-emptive Radical Inclusion”
Rev Douglas Taylor and Amanda Jones
Our “First Sunday” 45-minute worship will follow the monthly topic of “Belonging.” How do we know when we are really
included in a group? It’s about creating “just, loving, and creative spaces” in the world.
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Welcome to an exciting year of spiritual growth and exploration at UUCB.
We are glad you are here!
Children & youth are valued members of this community. Our program offers a rich variety for
faith development opportunities for ALL.

Sundays
Most Sundays Childr en star t w ith ser vice in the sanctu ar y befor e being su ng to
their classes.

First Sundays: Worship / Workshop
Once a month we ALL gather in the sanctuary for service followed by workshops for all ages. Focus on UU values & principles with activities to engage the head, heart and hands. No classes.
Childcare available.
Format: Service 10:30-11:15, Break 11:15-11:30, All ages workshops 11:30-12:15, Fellowship
12:15-12:45
Multigenerational Worship Services Ou r childr en and you th join their fam ily fo r
service in the sanctuary. No classes. Childcare available.

Beyond Sundays
Coming-of-Age (COA)
As youth prepare to leave childhood, our congregation seeks to honor their transition. COA focuses on values clarification, exploring theology, spirituality & history in the context of our UU
faith through discussion, drama, music, writing and art.
8th & 9th Graders. Runs from winter 2019 through spring 2020!
Family Ministry @ Home Continu e faith developm ent in the Faith Development
Connection (Ou r Fa m ily M inistr y new sletter ). Find stor ies, r ea ding s a nd idea s
for all ages to explore monthly themes at home.
Social Events Join u s for the Holiday r elated activities, special events, W edn esday
potlucks and more! Watch the calendar and bulletin for news.
Adult Programs provides a var iety of edu cational pr ogram s for ever yone. See their
brochure for ongoing programs & upcoming classes.
We are looking forward to a great year!

- Rev. Douglas Taylor and Amanda Jones, Temporary Religious Education Coordinator

Our 2019-2020 Children’s and Youth Programs

The Nursery
(Ages: 0-4 yrs)
Experienced & professional childcare is available each Sunday during worship services, after service
activities and for congregational events. Sensory friendly activities, music, books, toys games, simple
crafts and free play are offered.
Our staff is First Aid & CPR certified. We follow childcare policies mandated by state laws and
Unitarian Universalist Association g u idelines.

Makers Space and Mover Space
(K-8th grade)
We are thrilled to announce this innovative way of being together on Sunday for our children! Each
week, children will choose between the Maker space and the Mover space. Following the monthly
themes and using the weekly story, the workshops are designed to engage children through our values
and their own interests.
Our UUCB Maker Space challenges will encourage children to work on hands on activities that are
fun, creative, and personally meaningful to them. This quiet and reflective space lends itself to artistic
and inventive projects that are connected to our monthly themes.
Our UUCB Mover Space is based on principles of Odyssey of the Mind. This more active space is large
and open and allows children to express themselves in any direction their imagination takes them.
They will have a chance to communicate an idea challenged to them through dance, drama, or other
means.

Youth Group
(9th Grade through 12th Grade)
Our program for youth has a flexible format to respond to the needs and interests of the group. The
youth, with the guidance of their Advisors, will determine the shape & focus of their meetings & activities for the year. The group incorporates the following six aspects of youth programming: youth leadership development, worship, social justice & social action, fellowship & fun; and, education & learning.
Youth are encouraged to participate in congregational and district-wide activities, including the
Youth-Adult Committee, multigenerational worship, regional youth conferences, Holiday Events and
themed parties.

Upcoming Classes and Events
Elder Wisdom
Raney Colvill w ill be inter view ed by Kathleen McKenna
Sunday, 9/22, 12:00-1:30
The Artists Way
Led by Elena Greene & others, the fir st class (of 14) w ill be W ed. 9/25, 7 -9pm
The Artist's Way: A Spiritual Path to Higher Creativity, by Julia Cameron guides
readers through a 12-stage process for unblocking their creativity. We will form a sacred
circle in which members do unblocking exercises, share insights, and support one another
while working through the program.
Mental Health 103,
Led by Amanda Jones, Christine McWhirter, & Tracy Hollands, the fir st class
will be Sat. 9/28, 9:30 to noon.
Learn about mental illnesses and treatment, self-care, history, activism, and other
topics. We hope to increase understanding and acceptance of those with mental illness.
Class continued from last year. Newcomers welcome.
A House Divided, Doug Garnar, Su nday. 9/22. 12:00-2:00.
Doug Garnar will lead us in a discussion of how we might get the political system we
want and what we would have to give up to get it? We will look at three main options: 1) reducing dangerous, toxic talk; 2) making fairer rules for politics and following them, and 3)
taking control and making decisions closer to home.

Welcome Amanda!
We extend a big welcome Amanda Jones,
our new Temporary Religious Education Coordinator! Amanda will be
overseeing our children’s and youth programs, as well as assisting Rev. Taylor with
first Sunday programs and multigenerational Sunday services.

Reminders
Printer Cartridges: Please pu t you r
empty printer cartridges in the box in the coatroom or give them to Karen in the office. We
are able to turn them in for free paper and
other supplies for the office.
CHOW Donations: Please m ake su r e
that you check all expiration dates on the
items that you plan to put in the CHOW bin.
And remember to check those expiration
dates!
GOT GMAIL? If you do and you ar e not
receiving our weekly emails, look in your
“promotions” folder. The emails are likely in
there!
Donations: W e ar e collecting per sonal
care products for the “Showers of Hope” program at St. Pat’s church on Oak St.
Calendar items: It’s a new church year, so
make sure the office is aware of your committee or group meetings and events so we can
make sure the calendar is up to date.
Securing the Building: W hen you leave
the building, please check to make sure that
you have closed all windows and doors ,
turned off all lights, and extinguished all
flames.

Focal Point: Sign up to do a focal point on a
Sunday. It is easy, fun, and you can be creative!
The sign-up sheet is on the “Get Involved” bulletin board in the hallway, or you can contact Renee
Taft for mor e info.
Friendly Faces: Would you like to help gr eet
visitors and help them find their way around
UUCB? Talk to Pamela Wik-Grimm to find out
more!
Family Ministry: Get involved on the gr ound
floor and make a difference in our new ministry
format. Talk to Amanda Jones to learn more.
Social Action: Our Social Action HUUB is looking for your interest and talent! We have openings
on the team for a Team Liaison, a Clerk, a Promotions & Tech person, and Action Team Leaders.
Talk with current SA HUUB members to learn
more about these opportunities to participate.
Contact Lynne Theophanis, and Douglas Taylor.
Aesthetics Team: Do you like decor ating for
holidays and making sure things look their best?
Join our new aesthetics committee! Ask Hope
Post or Renee Taft for mor e details. We could
use fresh ideas!
Sunday Service Associates: We always need
new folks to help make the worship service run
smoothly. Talk to Kate Thorpe or Libby Anderson
if you would like to help out on a Sunday morning.
Social Hour Hosts: Do you like coffee and getting the snacks first? Then you may be the perfect
person to help with the social hour on a Sunday!
Ask Matt Parker or Ron Clupper for more info.

In this year of change
and upheaval, your
Board needs you to unthe work that is
BOARD SHAVINGS derstand
being done on your behalf. Reviving a monthly
Board column (once
Splinters from the
Board) is one way in which we hope to communicate
clearly with you.
Highlights of our August meeting included a vote to
work with the United Presbyterian Church (42 Chenango Street) as our temporary home during our renovations. A negotiation team is being put together
from the Board, Steering, Staff and congregation to
finalize our plans with UP.
In good financial news, we finished our 2018-19 fiscal
year with $16,638.03 more in income than in expenses. This money is added to our financial reserves. In
July, 8.3% into our new fiscal year, our income was
10.65% of budget expectations and expenses were at
5.86%.
Sadly, we accepted the resignation of Ray Noonan as
our Treasurer. Ray is planning to relocate to Ithaca.
We are looking for someone to fill this 2-year position. We appointed Ellen McNulty as our TreasurerAssistant, as she declined the Treasurer position.
The recent plumbing repair was reviewed. It was paid
for through our Capital Improvement Fund (different
from Capital Campaign) and the work will not alter
any renovation plans. The final cost of the repairs
was $4,531.75.
This weekend, at our Board Retreat, we were pleased
to approve the hire of Amanda Jones as our new
Temporary Religious Education Coordinator to head
our Family Ministry movement. We hope to install
her in September.
Your Board: Shawn Steketee, Gay Canough, Kate
Thorpe, Lynne Theophanis, Pat Kissick, Ferd Haverly
and Jim Dwyer want you to know that we congregants are doing our best to represent your interests
in all our decisions. The “buck” stops with us, but we
are not responsible for doing all the work. You are
invited to get involved: review the full minutes and
financial reports that are posted on the bulletin
boards monthly and are available at uubinghamton.org/ref in the board folder, talk to your
board members with your questions and concerns,
consider how you could be a part of a solution to a
problem. This is our congregation and service is it’s
life.

Social Action HUUB is looking for YOU!
The UUCB Social Action HUUB is energized and
excited to start up this Fall and is looking for a few
team members.
Facilitator
i. Schedule and send reminders for the meetings
ii. Establish agenda (can be done with the group)
iii. Facilitate meetings
iv. Provide a reading or delegate someone to do that
Team Liaison
i. Be familiar with the teams and their work
ii. Interface/point of contact for all the teams
Publicity and Communications –
i. Publicity for the SA HUUB (Facebook, eBlast,
Beacon, etc.)
ii. Assistance to teams with their publicity needs
Clerk
i. Minutes
ii. Sign vouchers
iii. Provide forms
iv. Receive and file team application forms
v. Produce annual report
a. This year – what the HUUB has accomplished
b. Following years – mainly team reports
vi. Maintain SA HUUB organizational memory
If you think you would be interested in serving the
Social Action HUUB in one of these ways, or if you
would like more information, contact Lynne Theophanis or Rev. Taylor.

Ice Cream Social Success!
The Soul Sisters small group Ice Cream
Social on August 25 raised over $200.00
and brought everyone together for fun and
sweet treats!

Get Connected
Wednesday Potlucks: NEW this Fall!
Each Wednesday at 6:00pm, bring a dish to pass
and come break bread with us! We may have a
brief worship gathering at the end of the meal.
Contact: Pamela Wik-Grimm

CUUPS: Covenant of UU Pagans meets 2nd and
4th Tuesdays 7:00pm-9:00pm. we provide a
welcoming home for all earth-centered UU practitioners.
Friends in Spiritual Practice, our UUCB
meditation group, will now meet every Sunday
(except when there is a conflict with major congregational events) at 11:45 for meditation and
discussion. For more information, contact Elena
Greene at elena@stny.rr.com.

Crafting Circle: Meets 3rd Saturdays 2:00pm5:00pm. bring a project you are working on or
come and see what everyone else is doing. Contact Elena Greene for more info.
Young Adults Coalition: Star ting u p Soon!
Talk to Rev. Taylor for more info.
Weekly Collaborative Role Playing
Games: Find Dungeon Master Pete every Saturday in room 5 at UUCB for a lively game of Dungeons and Dragons or other fun games. Experienced players and Newbies are welcome to take
part in the experience.
P.R.I.D.E (People Respecting Individuality,
Diversity and Equality) LGBTIQQ
A social/support group on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of each month in room 5 at 7pm. All are
welcome. Contact Amanda Jones for more info.

UUCB online has a new look!
Mark Gillespie and Membership Coordinator
Pamela Wik-Grimm have been working over
the summer to update our web presence. The
new version of our website follows the UUA
template and will be a welcoming entry point
for visitors and members alike. The first
rollout will begin on September 8th with new
features and content added over the next few
months. Come check us out at uubinghamton.org, and follow the links to "like"
our Facebook page and join the Members
and Friends Group.

COMMITTEE PHOTO OP!
The Leader Development and Resource Committee (LDR) and Membership Committee
are working together to find ways for congregants to know where to go and whom to
speak with for specific help, information or
resources.
As part of this effort we are encouraging
committees and teams to take group photos and send them to Karen, along with the
names of people in the picture – she will
print and post the photos in a prominent
place in the church.
An added benefit may be that it will be easier
to recruit new members if everyone can see
the wonderful people who are already serving on our committees!

Adult Programs Fall 2019
Brochure Now Available!
Pick up yours today!

