
 

 

 

  June 16, 2015 

Upcoming Sunday Services: 
 
July 10, 2016  “10 Gallons of Ice Cream” 

Trebbe Johnson  

We are often urged to "give generously" to charitable 

organizations we believe in. But what does that really 

mean? Today we will re-imagine generosity—not in 

terms of how much we can or ought to give financially, 

but by exploring our desire to give in surprising, sponta-

neous ways that really matter. 

 

July 17, 2016     “Stepping Stones: A Journey 

Through Life” 

Kate Thorpe & Libby Anderson  

From beginning to end Life is precious. Our paths take 

many turns, go over bumps, around  obstacles, up hills 

and down. Come with us through Life’s 

many stages and celebrate its pleasures, 

pain and humor. 

 

July 24 , 2016   “To Boldly Go” 

Nina Greene  

Star Trek envisions a future where humans live in peace 

with one another, putting their energy towards growth 

and exploration rather than conquest and destruction. 

It seems idealistic and a far cry from where our world 

seems to be going. What lessons can we take from that 

vision of the future to help create a better world today? 

 

July 31, 2016 - Emerging from...what? 

Satya Tabachnick  

What does it mean to be a Post Christian denomina-

tion? How does that differ from being interfaith? 

Let's explore how our Unitarian and Universalist histo-

ries from before the Merger affect the ways we create 

community today. 

Minister:  Reverend Douglas Taylor 

Director of Lifespan Faith Development: 

Ann Kadlecek 

Ministerial Intern: Jo VonRue 

President:  Lauri Thomas 

President -Elect: Lynne Theophanis 

Music Director:  Vicky Gordon 

Office Administrator: Karen Armstrong 

Membership Coordinator: Ron Clupper 

Office  Hours:  9am  to 1pm  Mon-Fri, 

but closed on Wednesdays. 

Worship Services:  

Sundays at 9:30am and 11:15am 

10am beginning May 29 for Summer 

Children’s Programs and Nursery Care 

during both services 

 

HOW TO CONTACT US: 

183 Riverside Drive 

Binghamton, NY 13905 

Phone:  607.729.1641 

Fax:  607.729.1899 

Email: office@uubinghamton.org 

www.uubinghamton.org 

TO SUBMIT AN ARTICLE: 

Please e-mail to the office address, or a 

leave a hard copy on the office desk  

by the deadline printed below.  

Please include your name & phone num-

ber. 

THE NEXT BEACON DEADLINE 

IS  

August 5 
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 Ann Kadlecek 

Director of Lifespan Faith Development 

Hello! 

After three busy transitional months, I’m finally settled here in 

Binghamton, and (today!) beginning my new job as your Direc-

tor of Lifespan Faith Development.  Over the summer, I’ll be at 

church quite a bit on weekdays and some Sundays as well, 

learning about this congregation and preparing for the coming 

church year.  And I’m looking forward to getting to know all of 

you - please come by and say hi! 

A little bit about me to get us started:  I’ve been a religious edu-

cator for the past five years in Rhode Island, after volunteering 

in religious education and church leadership (at my home con-

gregation in Connecticut) for many years.  Professionally, I’ve 

also been a patent attorney, a science teacher and a molecular 

biologist, before discovering my passion for this work.  I have 

two young adult sons living in Connecticut and New Jersey, 

and two dogs here with me – Maia is a hound mix and Pedro is 

a street dog from Mexico who has turned out to be a great  

therapy dog, especially with children.  Those of you who live near the church will probably see the dogs 

and me out walking – we do a lot of that. 

As a religious educator, I’ve come to see my role as working in partnership with the congregation to 

create opportunities for everyone here to take the next step in your faith development.  What might that 

look like for you?  I’d love to chat with you – feel free to contact me to set up a time to talk. 

Finally, I really want to thank Elena Greene.  Elena served this congregation so well as your temporary 

RE coordinator, and she has gone out of her way to help me get started - I appreciate all her work and 

her kindness.  Elena and I have created a covenant to help us support each other during this transition.  

Please join me in thanking Elena for all she has done in her RE staff role, and in supporting her as she 

returns to being fully a member in this congregation.   

In faith, 

Ann 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Office Hours: Tuesday 
and Wednesday 9:30am-12:30pm 

Available at other times by  

Appointment. 

E-Mail: dlfd@uubinghamton.org 

 

 

Summer Vacations:  Reverend Douglas 

Taylor will be on vacation for the month of July. 

He and his column will return in August. Karen 

will be on vacation from July 18– 22. 

mailto:dlfd@uubinghamton.org
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Help LGBTQ Teens 
 
 As part of Rainbow Alliance's 
community project, UUCB is 
collecting non-perishable foods 
for Identity, the Binghamton 
youth center for LGBTQ 
teens.* No glass containers. In-
dividually wrapped items are also needed. Granola 
bars, microwavable meals, nuts, apple sauce, apple 
juice, and crackers. Collection box is in the coat 
room. 
 
*Our mission is to make our communities a better 
place for LGBTQ youth. Our knowledgeable, pas-
sionate staff offer training to health and human ser-
vice providers, youth workers, educators, adminis-
trators, and anyone else who works with LGBTQ 
youth. We also work with schools and youth pro-
grams to help educate students on LGBTQ issues.  
 
 

Training at UUCB was a Success 

On June 10th and 11th the Leadership Development 

& Resource Committee (LDR) held our first annu-

al Leadership Training Workshop, with about 30 

participants, including current, future and potential 

congregational leaders.  The LDR wishes to thank 

everyone who participated, and especially the pre-

senters:  Reverend Douglas Taylor (above the fold 

media star!), Jo VonRue, Karen Armstrong, Debby 

Herman, Jeff Donahue, Gay Canough, Suzanne 

Sullivan, and Wes Ernsberger. Mini-workshops in-

cluded Principles of Leadership, Efficient Meeting 

Facilitation, and Planning, Scheduling and Publi-

cizing Events, to name just a few. The workshops, 

team-building exercises, socializing (and eating) 

we did will help us all become better congregation-

al leaders.   

Be on the look-out next spring for our second an-

nual Leadership Training Workshop.  

 

 

 

 

Social Hour Needs You! 

When you are thinking about how you can make 

a difference in your community, think about 

signing up to host a Sunday social hour. You 

can host with your committee, group or even 

your family! Social hour is an important time of 

fellowship for our members, friends and new-

comers to get to know one another and connect. 

You can sign up on the clipboard in the kitchen 

and if you have any questions, you can see Ste-

ve Kresge or a member of the membership com-

mittee.  

Window Reminder: This Summer , please re-

member to close any windows and doors that 

you have opened before you leave the building. 

Got Cell Phones? 

Drop your used cell phones in the box in the 

coatroom so we can get them to the RISE do-

mestic violence shelter. They will help the peo-

ple who need them most. 

Depression Support Group: A group for  
those affected by depression meets at UUCB in 
the Fireside room each Monday night at 7pm. It 

is free and open to anyone who would like to 
attend. No registration necessary.  

Remember to wear your nametag: It will 
help us all to get to know each other better! 

Kitchen Reminders: Please take food with 

you when you leave from a meeting or event. If 
you would like to donate it for social hour,  
please label it and put it into the freezer. Perish-

able leftover foods (such as potato salad) are 
best not left in the UUCB fridge because there is 
no one to eat them before they expire. 

Soup and Sandwich Saturdays 

UUCB helps out at the All Saints Episcopal 

Church non-time meal while their regular 

helpers (BU students) are away. Please sign 

up in the hallway if you, your friends and 

family would like to help out with this fun 

and rewarding task! 

 



GREEN MATTERS 

  

 
March for a Clean Energy Revolution 
You’ll want to be part of this major event.  It takes 
place in Philadelphia on Sunday, July 24, the day before the 
start of the nearby Democratic National Convention.  This 
march is designed to send a strong message that now is the 
time for a rapid, nationwide transition to clean energy.  It is 
endorsed by hundreds of organizations.  The march includes 
a faith-based contingent that we can be part of.  Want to 
learn more?  See cleanenergymarch.org.  Food & Water 
Watch has chartered a bus that will take us to the march 
from Binghamton.  To sign up now, go to cleanener-

gymarch.org/transportation, enter your zipcode, and 
fill out the form.  Once you have signed up, be 
sure to let Wes Ernsberger know 
(wesernsberger@gmail.com / 342-6049) so he can 
add you to the UUCB list and send you additional 
information that applies to us.  You’ll be glad you 
went.  Ask anyone who went to the 2014 People’s 
Climate March and they’ll tell you how meaning-
ful it was to them. 
 
 

UUCB Scrap Metal Fundraiser 
Many thanks to all who contributed to this and a 
special thanks to Corey Robinson, Steve Kresge, 
Wes Ernsberger, John Patterson, and Cecily 
O’Neil.  We collected 862 pounds of scrap metal, 
for which we received $74.  Start saving up your 
scrap metal for next year! 
 
 

Green Tip: Cross-Ventilation 
On nights and mornings when there is cool air, 
use a fan to draw it through your living space. 
This can be effectively done by using cross-
ventilation. Open two windows at opposite ends 
of your house and use a fan to create an air flow 
between the two. By making good use of cool out-
side air when it is available, you can greatly re-
duce the amount of time you need to run your air 
conditioner. 

 

Green Quote 
“Nature is not a place to visit. It is home.”  
   — Gary Snyder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you a Dining for Dollars Winner? 

 If you had a winning bid for a Dining for Dollars 
event, be sure to check with Susie Ravage to see how 
much you owe and how to make your payment. 

 

The UUCB Crafting Circle 

 will be taking a break for the Summer 

Get your projects ready and check for Fall dates! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual UUCB Salt Springs Campout! 

We are taking a poll to see what date works best 
for everyone, so check your inbox and Facebook 
and vote. 

 

Poetry Group will meet on Monday, July 25 at 
4pm in the library. Anyone who enjoys poetry is 
welcome to attend.  

 

Busy Bags are now available for  children to 
use during services. They are located on the table 
at the back of the sanctuary and can be taken to 
the Fireside room or used in the sanctuary. Have 
Fun! 

 

UUCB Grocery Bags for Sale! 

Show your support for UUCB by purchasing 
a reusable grocery bag (and help us to adver-
tise UUCB to the community when you 
shop!). 
Bags will be available after service this Sun-
day for $7.50 each  

 

http://www.cleanenergymarch.org/
http://www.cleanenergymarch.org/transportation/
http://www.cleanenergymarch.org/transportation/


 

 The 

Church 

Mouse 

Knowsé. 

Steve Kresge 
has been 
mowing the lawn, doing lawn work and wa-
tering the  impatiens under the UUCB sign 
in the front. 
  
 Bev Singer has been working hard on the 
flower beds. 
  
Mary Wahl has been folding the order of 
service  
 
John Roby buys the half and half and other 
social hour supplies for Sunday mornings.  
 
Thea Whirlwindhorse made and grilled the 
burgers for the Annual picnic and the Pride 
Picnic. 
 
Wes Ernsberger, Cecily OôNeill and John 
Patterson collected scrap metal and took it 
to the recycling plant as a UUCB fundraiser. 
 
There are so many people doing so many won-

derful things, that sometimes the church mouse 

misses some. If you know of someone who 

should be acknowledged, please email  

office@uubinghamton.org or call 607-729-1641. 

We Need You! 

 Leadership Opportunities/Needs:  Are any of 
these the right fit for you? 

¶ Social Justice Committee chair 

¶ Stewardship Team co-chair and team members 
 

¶ Fund-raising co-chair and team members 
 

¶ Fellowship needs a committee and a team leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate Lughnasadh 

CUUPS will be holding a Lughnasadh event 
on July 30th at noon at UUCB. Volunteers 
are needed! 

This event will include child-friendly games 
and a potluck. 

Here's what we have so far and of course 
new suggestions are always welcome! 

Games planned: 

Noodle (Caber) toss 

Rock toss 

Poetry writing 

Obstacle course 

Would you like to run one of the above or 
another activity? Please let us know!  Reach 
out to Cassandra May at cassan-
dra.may06@gmail.com. 

Keep in mind that without volunteers this 
event cannot happen! You do not have to be 
a CUUPS member to attend or participate. 
All are welcome! 

Reiki Share is taking place at UUCB 

on Saturday, July 16 from 10am-5pm. 

Reiki is a healing technique based on the 

principle that the therapist can channel 

energy into the patient by means of touch, 

to activate the natural healing processes 

of the patient's body and restore physical 

and emotional well-being.  Please contact 

Beth Ornsby at  

drummerreikigirl@gmail.com 

mailto:cassandra.may06@gmail.com
mailto:cassandra.may06@gmail.com
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HERE 

Garden Tours 
Primary Business Address 

Your Address Line 2 
Your Address Line 3 
Your Address Line 4 

 
Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 
E-mail: someone@example.com 

183 Riverside Drive 

Binghamton, New York 13905 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

   ñWe offer a spiritual 

home where we explore, 

celebrate and cherish our 

interconnectedness,  

encourage growth and 

transcendence, and act 

with justice and  

compassion.”    

Get to Know Our New DLFD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(details inside) 




