
 

 

 

  June 16, 2015 

Upcoming Services: 

June 21, 2015     ñRod Serling Dayò     

      Rev. Douglas Taylor 

The creator of the Twilight Zone TV series was raised in Bing-

hamton, NY. He became a Unitarian Universalist in Columbus, 

OH. He is perhaps the most famous UU ever ï everyone knows 

the theme song! 

June 28, 2015       ñThe Long Walk Homeò    
                
  members of The Rainbow Alliance and friends 
 
Home is traditionally a source of comfort and strength, but for 

some in the LGBTQ community, this has not been the 

case.  Join us as several members and allies of the community 

share their personal stories of struggles and triumphs, and mes-

sages of hope. 

 July 5, 2015      ñGratitude for Noahò   

                                        Libby Anderson and Kate Thorpe  

Exploring our relationship to the other animals who share our 

evolutionary path.  We are all a part of the interdependent web 

of existence, and we are all on Noahôs Ark together. (Assisted 

by Toby and Bill) Music: Bill Thorpe & Toby Anderson 

July 12, 2015      ñWhat is Our Source?ò  

    Satya Tabachnick 

What is your source of divine inspiration in times of darkness? 

This contemplative service will explore current issues such as 

the Black Lives Matter movement through ecstatic worship and 

prayer. Music: Brin Taylor, Jenna Cohen 

Minister:  Reverend Douglas Taylor 

President:  Debby Herman 

President -Elect: Andrea Palmeri 

Director of Lifespan Faith Development:  

Lynn Garman 

Music Director:  Vicky Gordon 

Office Administrator/Beacon Editor and  

Lifespan Faith Development  Assistant:  

Karen Armstrong 

Office  Hours:  9am to 1pm weekdays. 

Summer Services: 1oam Sunday 

 

HOW TO CONTACT US: 

183 Riverside Drive 

Binghamton, NY 13905 

Phone:  607.729.1641 

Fax:  607.729.1899 

Email: office@uubinghamton.org 

Web:  www.uubinghamton.org 

TO SUBMIT AN ARTICLE: 

Please e-mail to the office address, or a leave 

a hard copy on the office desk by the deadline 

printed below.  

Please include your name & phone number. 

Next Beacon Deadline: July 3 

 



OUR MINISTERôS COLUMN 
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       ñThe Blessings of Communityò 

(This meditation was published in the Skinner House 2005 medi-
tation Anthology, For All That is Our Life) 

Alone in the world, I was beset with frustration and anger at the 
world around me: so much injustice and hatred, so little peace and 
freedom.  I longed to make a difference; I struggled against the 
powers and institutions.  But my actions seemed insignificant and 

my words were drowned out. 

               Then I came into community, a religious community of hope and love.  Here I found sup-
port and energy, vision and power, and the authority of shared witness. And together we changed 
the world. 

Alone in the world I was beset by sorrow and hurt in my life: so much loss and emptiness, so little 
hope and understanding.  I wept for the pain in my heart; I ached from hardships I bore.  But my 
tears brought little relief and my burdens grew unwieldy. 

               Then I came into community, a religious community of hope and love.  Here I found sup-
port and compassion, wisdom and grace, and the power of shared suffering. And together we made 
life sweeter.  

Alone in the world, I was beset by confusion and vapidity in my soul: so much busyness and petti-
ness, so little depth or connection.  I shriveled inside for want of real spiritual bonds and my soul 
cried out for meaning. 

               Then I came into community, a religious community of hope and love.  Here I found sup-
port and encouragement, depth and diversity, and power of sharing the journey. And together we 
saved my life. 

For all the varied reasons that brought us out of loneliness and into community, we give 
thanks.  For the blessings we each bestow on one another with our energy, compassion, and prayer, 
we give thanks.  For the blessings we become to others in need we give thanks, and remember that 
we are not alone. 

-douglas You can e-mail the Rev. Douglas Taylor at dtay-

lor@uubinghamton.org  

Calling all UU Young Adults!  

  You are invited to come to Campfire UUCB every 1st and 4th Tuesday from 

7-9 in Room 10. This is a worshipful gathering for young adults between the 

ages of 18 and 35. The gathering is a blend between SGM (Covenant 

Groups) and Unirondackôs Campfire circles. See the newsletter for more de-

tails, or the flyer on the bulletin board. Everyone is invited to bring an ele-

ment to share, and bring a candle.  
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At this moment and for years to come, this child will 
be a member of  

your community of concern, of responsibility, and of 
affection.   

Will you welcome her and pledge to her parents your whole hearted 
assistance? 

Words from our Child Dedication service 

 

 I love celebrating Unitarian Universalist rites of passage and 
I especially love participating in them in this congregation!  Child 
Dedications, Coming of Age, Bridging; the universal delight and joy 
in affirming the promise of each child, and the covenant of care, con-
cern and responsibility made by the congregation to each child and 
family are transcendent for me.  In those moments, I witness and cel-
ebrate the manifestation of love in this congregation for our children 
ï all children - and I have hope!  

  There are a multitude of ways that this congregation embrac-
es children and families ï teachers who feel called to step up and 
give their time even when they may not have children in our pro-
gram; parents who teach after a full week of work and family; a well
-funded program and staff; volunteers who donate food, assist in the 
kitchen, stay awake at night; forbearance when our children make 
mistakes and celebration at their success; dedicated space for our 
youth to meet in each week; mentors for our youth in transition; 
those who work tirelessly to build a more just world; UU Pals and 
Childrenôs Corner hosts who build generational bridges; childcare 
for burdened families so they can fully participate in the life 
of the congregation; and so much more. 

 I am aware of the growing stresses on families ï fi-
nancial and time stresses that make spiritual practice and 
building community seem like an extravagant use of time in 
a culture that values productivity.  And, I have heard the 
stories, including from one of our Young Adults who will 
be offering a service this summer, expressing to me how 
this congregation has made life-saving differences in the 
lives of our young people.  I challenge you to consider how 
you can live into these promises.  I ask you to consider your 
part in living this covenant of care and concern, and to vol-
unteer in our program and congregation in the coming year, building 
a stronger community for both yourself and our children. Parents and 
non-parents, men and women, young and old, seasoned old-timers or 
new first timers ï all are needed.   Pledge the gift of your time and 
your whole-hearted assistance so we can continue to offer child, 
youth, and adult programming that manifests the promises we make 
to one another, and especially our children and parents.   

 See you in church, Lynn 

Our religious education 

program includes a wide 

variety of experiences with 

people, nature, history and 

celebrations using material 

from various religious tra-

ditions, sciences and the 

arts. The program consists 

of Sunday morning class-

room time, child-oriented 

worship in our childrenôs 

chapel, and intergenera-

tional worship and events. 

Each year all of our chil-

drenôs classes are taught 

around a common theme, 

with a four year cycle of 

curricula. Our year-long 

curricular themes address 

our Unitarian Universalist 

Identity and History, 

World Religions, our Jew-

ish and Christian Heritage, 

and Peace and Social Jus-

tice. All of our classes are 

taught from a liberal reli-

gious perspective, reflect-

ing our U.U. values and 

principles, regardless of 

the theme or topic. 

  о 

Reflections 

by Lynn Garman, Director of Lifespan Faith Develop-

ment 

Program Calendar 

June 21 ï Youth Group meets 

June 26 ï Children and Youth 

Programs Committee Meeting 

July 12 ï Summer Childrenôs 

Program begins 



Caption describing picture or graphic 

SUMMERTIME 
CHANGE FOR NEW 
UU GROUP 

The New UU Small 

Group is meeting just 

once per month in July 

and August.  We are 

planning to meet July 7 

and August 18th.  

There is a sign-up sheet 

in the main hallway. 

 

Bridging  
Congratulations! 
 
Congratulations to 
our high school youth 
who were recognized 
this past Sunday.  Af-
ter graduating from 
high school, most of 
them are headed off  
to college this fall.  
Please offer your well 
wishes to Alex, Delia, 
Elena, Gunnar, and 
Will.  Our Young 
Adult Campfire Cir-
cle will continue to 
gather on the first and 
fourth Tuesday of 
each month, and you 
are invited to attend.  
We welcome our 
Grade 8 youth into 
Youth Group and 
hope you will plan to 
stop by over the sum-
mer months when 
Youth Group hopes to 
continue meeting.  
Special thanks to Carl 
Cohen for his years 
serving our youth as 
an advisor! 

UUCB ANNUAL CAMPING TRIP 

Get your copy of the new 2015 UUCB 

Photo Directory from Karen in the of-

fice. For $8.00 you can get a beautiful 

spiral bound copy like you see here  

from Karen in the office or on some up-

coming Sundayôs during social hour. Or 

ask Karen to email you a copy free of 

charge.  

"The votes are in!  The UUCB 

Camping trip will be July 24-

26 at Salt Springs State 

Park!  If you would like a cab-

in, they are still available, just 

contact Deborah at (570)967-

7275 to reserve one.  The cost 

for tents sites will be more 

clear when we have an exact 

headcount and can split it 

up.  See you there!  Please 

email amoreenawade@gmail.c

om with any other questions." 

SUMMER UUKULELE JAM 
GROUP! 

2015 UUCB PHOTO DIRECTORY IS NOW AVAILABLE 

Do you play ukulele? Wanna play with others? Then we have a 

place for you! All ages and experience welcome. Bring your own 

instrument!  If you don't play or don't own a ukulele, feel free to 

join us and sing along or bring other instruments to chime in! Fo-

cus is on ukulele, but all are welcome!  

When: Wednesdays  at 7:00pm (starting  June 3rd)  

Where: Room 3 (chapel)  

Contact person: Brin Taylor,  607-221-

4426,  harpiano29@gmail.com  
  п 

July 24-26, 

2015! 
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CUUPS Corner 

Join us for a discussion on 

Paganism every first and 

third Thursday from 7 to 

9pm in the Social 

Hall.  Childcare is available 

upon request.  Upcoming 

topics include a discussion 

on the Logistics of Forming 

an Official UUCB CUUPS 

Chapter on Thursday 

June 18 and a discussion on 

Cultural Appropriation on 

Thursday, July 2. Feel free 

to bring a dish to pass for 

our potluck... all are wel-

come! 

 

Upcoming CUUPS 

Events: 

 

We will be holding an open 

Litha/Midsummer ritual on 

the evening of Saturday, 

June 20.  Look for more de-

tails in the next issue of the 

Beacon as well as future 

Beacon E-Blasts and the 

UUCB Facebook page. 

 

Inch by Inch   

July 5 through August 30,  

During 10:00 am Worship 

Welcome to a fun-filled sum-
mer exploring the natural 
world around us.  We plan to 
have fun, while also raising an 
awareness, understanding, and 
appreciation of nature that re-
flects our Unitarian Universal-
ist principles and values. Gar-
dens are places where people 
of all ages can connect with 
global issues through the natu-
ral resources of  earth.  Intro-
ducing children to gardening 
instills a life-long passion 
for plants and respect for the 
environment.  Childrenôs 
gardens: 

¶ build an understanding 
of and respect for nature and 
stewardship of our environ-
ment 

¶ motivate kids to eat and 
love fruits and vegetables 

¶ provide opportunities for 
hands-on learning, inquiry, 
observation and experimen-
tation 

¶ promote physical activity 
and quality outdoor experi-
ences 

teach kids to nurture and 
care for other living things 
while developing patience 
We are hoping that this is a 
project that many of you, 
child and adult, gardener 
and novice, will find intri-
guing ï a way to support our 
children and our local com-
munity. To learn more and 
to sign up to help, see Lynn 
Garman, DLFD.  

  р 



GREEN MATTERS 

 

UUCB Scrap Metal Fundraiser 
This year we collected 400 pounds of scrap metal, 
which raised $45 for UUCB.  See the invoice on the 
Green Sanctuary bulletin board for interesting details 
about how much of each type of metal was collect-
ed.  Thanks to all who participated!  We do the scrap 
metal drive each June so letôs start saving our scrap 
metal for next year. 

 
Childrenõs Garden 
Many thanks to Tim Wolcott and John Patterson for 
constructing the raised bed and to Toby Anderson for 
providing the compost.  The Childrenôs Garden is 
looking nice! 

Washington, DC Protest 
Gerri Wiley and Wes Ernsberger were in Washington, 
DC on May 27 to be part of the 10-day protest of the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) be-
cause of their rubber stamp approval of additional oil 
and gas pipelines against strong local objections and 
with no consideration of the climate change implica-
tions.  They, and three others, were arrested that day, 
held in jail overnight, and released the following af-
ternoon.  On Sunday, June 28, at 11:30 in room 5, 
Gerri and Wes will reflect on their experiences and 
answer your questions.  
  

Lyme Disease More Likely Here 
Once consequence of a warming world is that a num-

ber of diseases are gradually spreading northward and 

to higher elevations. Examples include malaria and 

dengue fever. In our area, the tick-borne Lyme disease 

used to be rare but is now becoming much more com-

mon. In Broome County, for example, the number of 

reported cases went from 3 in 2007 to 62 in 2011. 

These days, a reasonable amount of knowledge and 

vigilance is a good idea. The good news is that if 

Lyme disease is treated within the first few weeks of 

exposure, the problem is eradicated in nearly all cases. 

If youôd like to learn more, talk to Cecily OôNeil, Ka-

ren Armstrong, or Wes Ernsberger. 

       

 Soup and 
Sandwich 
Saturdays: 

All Saints Episco-
pal Church in 
Johnson City 
thanked us for our help this winter and are hop-
ing that we can help out again this Summer while 
the BU students are on vacation. They need 
about 4 people 3 Saturdays each month from 
11:45am until about 1:30 pm to help serve the 
hungry community. Sign up on the bulletin 
board in the hallway if you would like to take a 
turn. Itôs a great family project and easy for kids 
ages 10 and up! 

Focal Point: Are you feeling creative? You 
can provide the focal point on a Sunday morning. 
Just sign up on the shhet in the hallway. It fun 
and easy! 

Spring has Sprung 
and Lawn Mowing 
has begun at UUCB! 
By mowing the lawn our-
selves we have saved the 
congregational budget 
over $2400.00 per year. 
Sign up on the bulletin 
board in the hallway and take a turn. You can 
mow with a partner and get done in half the 
time! Contact Scott Clarke at 607-775-4166 or 
Wes Ernsberger at 607-342-6049 for more infor-
mation.  

Donations Needed: 

CHOWï During the Summer, many kids do not 
have the same nourishment available to them 
that they do during the school year. Consider do-
nating some peanut butter, canned pasta meals 
or soups, canned fruits, tuna and snacks to our 
CHOW barrel in the coatroom. 

Personal Hygiene Itemsï After your Summer va-
cations, think about donating those sample size 
hygiene items to the box in the coatroom. We 
make sure that they go to people in the commu-
nity who need them. 

 


