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Upcoming Sunday Services, 10 a.m. 
Aug. 10    Chamber Music with the Diegerts/Shepherds/and Friends 
Aug. 17    “The Challenges of Community,”  Rev. Douglas Taylor   

Aug. 24    “Radically Interconnected,”  Rev. Douglas Taylor  

Aug. 31      “The Magic in Little Things,” Service led by Paula Lesso   

Sept. 7       In-Gathering Sunday (Two services start again, note time                      
change) 9:30/11:15 a.m. Worship 
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     From the Minister   
For pastoral emergencies, Call Douglas on 
his cell phone, xxx-xxxx. 
   
Statement from Rev. William G. Sinkford, 

President, Unitarian Universalist 
 Association 

   “I  am shocked and sorrowed by the terrible 
shootings in the sanctuary of the Tennessee Valley 
Unitarian Universalist Church. My heart is heavy 
and my prayers are with our injured sisters and 
brothers in Knoxville. While many details of this 
tragedy remain unclear, our Association will do all 
we can to support Unitarian Universalists in Knox-
ville in the hard days to come. 
   A tragedy such as this makes us acutely con-
scious of the beauty and fragility of our lives and 
those of our loved ones. I am especially saddened 
by this intrusion of violence into a worship service 
involving children and youth. I know that many 
people, both in Knoxville and around the country, 
are struggling with shock and grief right now. I 
pray that those so affected will find strength and 
comfort.   
   Members of the Unitarian Universalist Trauma 
Response Ministry are on their way to Knoxville to 
offer additional ministry to the congregation as it 
grieves. And Unitarian Universalists around the 
world are sending love and prayers to the Tennes-
see Valley congregation to tell them they are not 
alone on this dark day.” 

 **********************  
   For information about contributing to the Knox-
ville Relief Fund, in the wake of the shooting at a 
Unitarian church in Tennessee, visit 
campaign@uua.org. 

                          REflections 
 Lynn Garman, our Director of Religious Education, is 
available by appointment. Call  729-1641 or 
dre@uubinghamton.org 

 

This is indeed a time of shock, sadness and grief as 
we assimilate the news from Knoxville, and the 
apparent assault on our liberal religious faith and 
values.  We want to do something, yet feel ill-
prepared to know what can ease the pain both in-
side our hearts, and in Tennessee.  As we move 
from the immediacy of the crisis, and consider 
looking to the future, I offer these words from 
Brian Griffin, the religious educator from Tennes-
see Valley Unitarian Universalist Church in Knox-
ville: 
    
“This was a hate crime, carefully planned.  It was 
an assault. He chose us because we stand for things 
that he hates. 
   
 And as much as I honor and respect free speech, I 
can no longer sit back and accept hate speech.  
Enough is enough.  We cannot educate children in 
love if the culture around them accepts hate speech 
as normal.  We need to take action to raise love and 
mutual respect back into our national discourse . . . 
I urge you all to learn more about mainstream, in-
stitutionalized hatred, and to do what you can to 
counter it with love.  As UU's, we have power. 
     
Right now in Tennessee, we are strong and loved 
and distraught and scared and  happy and angry 
and joyful and despairing and tired and energetic 
and confused and resolute and getting better with 
every passing moment and with  
every hug and with every word of kindness.  Our 
children are looking to us now -- yours as well as 
ours.  So for now, thank you.  Thank you.” 
   
 Our Unitarian Universalist faith, with its strong 
and abiding faith in the goodness of human nature 
is both challenged by such actions, and what gives 
me hope for a future when diverse peoples may 
live together in respectful and loving community.   
At this time especially, may our principles be a 
beacon of hope for all. 
                    
                ~in joy, and sadness, and hope -- Lynn 

      Upcoming 89th Birthday 
    Anne McCard, a long-time UUCB member who 
is now a resident of Bridgewater Center in Bing-
hamton, will be celebrating her 89th birthday on 
Thursday, August 21. 
       Anne appreciates cards and phone calls at 
 xxx-xxxx.  She particularly enjoys reading large-
print books, eating dark chocolate candy, and play-
ing Scrabble with visiting friends and family mem-
bers.  She would be delighted to hear from mem-
bers of our UUCB family. 
  



   
 
 

Who’s Who at the UU 
 Editor’s Note: This column ,by former Press & Sun 
Bulletin employee Millie Crandall, returns in Septem-
ber. It will feature both newcomers and long-timers at 
UUCB.  
 

��������� Our Whole Lives News 
   Our Whole Lives is a highly regarded Unitarian 
Universalist, faith –based comprehensive sexuality 
program.  This fall, we will offer this excellent pro-
gram for Grades 7–9, under the fine leadership of 
Megan Kennerknecht and Pat and Ron Kissick.  
The program will begin with a Parent Information 
Meeting on September 7, followed by sessions on 
Sundays at 12:45 pm and occasional Saturdays.  
Letters will be mailed soon with more information, 
or contact Lynn Garman, DRE, at 729-1641 for  
further details. 
   Our Whole Lives (OWL) facilitators are needed 
for an OWL class for youth in Grades 10– 2,  
requested by the youth, and  tentatively planned to 
be offered this winter.  If you are interested in this 
amazing opportunity to serve the youth of our  
congregation, please contact Lynn Garman. 
 

Calendar….continued from page 1 
Sun., Aug. 24:  10 a.m. Worship; 11 a.m., Lunch 
with the Minister  
Mon., Aug. 25:  7 p.m. Poetry Group 
Tues., Aug. 26:  6 p.m., SGM; 7:30 p.m. GLC 
Wed., Aug. 27: 6 p.m., SGM; 77 p.m., Intenders’ 
Circle 
Thurs., Aug. 28:  6:30 p.m., SGM; 
6:30 p.m., Cardio Stability Ball 
Sat., Aug. 30:  1 p.m., Tai Chi 
Sun., Aug. 31:  10 a.m. Worship 
Mon., Sept., 1: 7 p.m. Parent’s SGM 
Tues., Sept. 2: 7 p.m., SGM; 7 p.m. Social Justice 
Weds., Sept. 3: 7 p.m., Intenders’ Circle 
Thurs., Sept. 4; 6:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal; 7 p.m., 
Adult RE; 7 p.m., Cardio Stability Ball 
Sat., Sept. 6: 9 a.m. –noon, RE In-Gathering;  
10 a.m. to noon, Buddhist Meditation;  
1 p.m. Tai Chi 
Sun., Sept. 7: 9:30/11:15 (note time change) 
In-Gathering Worship; 1-3 p.m., OWL Parent  
Orientation 

 

 RE TEACHERS WANTED! 
When:  Fall 2008, alternating Sundays September 
14 through December14  
Time:  Either service at 9:30 or 11:15 a.m. 
Where:  UUCB Children’s Religious Education 
classes 
Who:  YOU!  Adults of all ages, parent or non-
parent 
Ages:  Classes for Preschool through Middle 
School  
What:  Ethics and Justice focused curricula as fol-
lows: 
Preschool (ages 3-4) We Are Many, We Are One – 
Stories, games and projects encourage children to 
honor themselves, their religious community, na-
ture and cultures from around the world. 
Primary (Grades K – 2/3) Spirit Play – Montessori-
based classroom uses stories, worship, and class-
room community to teach our UU faith and princi-
ples in action 
9:15 Grades 4 – 6  Windows and Mirrors – 
Through a lens of UU faith and justice, participants 
look at themselves and the communities to which 
they belong. 
Intermediate  (11:15 only)  Moral Tales – Children 
learn how values like fairness and compassion can 
direct us toward goodness and justice, using the 
moral compass we each carry inside. 
Middle School (11:15 only) Living in UUville – 
Explore UU purposes and principles through role 
playing games directed at creating a fair and just 
virtual community. 
AND:  New this year, all classes will participate in 
monthly Faith in Action service projects! 
Qualifications:  Must be willing to share one’s UU 
spiritual journey with children.  No prior experi-
ence required.  
How:  Contact DRE Lynn Garman, 729-1641, who 
will guide your decision, provide training, ongoing 
support, and all supplies and materials necessary to 
make your experience successful and satisfying! 
 

  Kitchen Coordinator Needed 
   Contact Lee in the office at 729-1641 if you’d 
like to coordinate the Cranberry Coffeehouse 
kitchen this year. It’s fun, only once a month, and 
it’s a good fundraiser for the church. 
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            Sunday Services Updates 
Aug. 10  Music Service, with 16 Strings: Douglas 
and Mary Diegert, Lee and Julian Shepherd, and 
friends Kathy Karlsen and Ruth Fisher.  
Aug. 17   “The Challenges of Community.” Rev. 
Douglas Taylor. Our faith is rooted in the individual 
freedom of conscience.  Your faith is your own.  The 
challenge comes in living out such a faith with other 
people. 
Aug. 24  “Radically Interconnected.” Rev. Douglas 
Taylor. One of the biggest ideas in UU theology is 
our understanding of how we as human beings fit in 
the grand scheme of the universe. 

Aug. 31 “The Magic in Little Things,” Led by 
Paula Lesso. 
     

                 Fireside Room Art 
   Enjoy the colorful photographic display of Mexi-
can avian life by local photographer Bill Wandling 
in the Fireside Room until the end of August.   
 

               News Blast Continues  
   During the summer, the UUCB E-News Blast  
(a brief e-mailed summary of the upcoming week’s 
events) will  be issued on Thursdays, as needed. 
Submit items to office@uubinghamton.org. 

                   Cranberry Season 
   Renowned folksinger/archivist Jeff Warner kicks 
off the 2008-09 season on September 20. His reper-
toire spans the musical traditions of Outer Banks 
fishing villages, to lumber camps in the Adiron-
dacks, to the whaling ports of New England.  
    On October 18, performers are Phil Shapiro and 
Carrie Shore; on November 8, the Barefoot Boys; 
and on December 14, Nowell Sing We Clear returns 
to shepherd in the holiday season. Visit  http://
web.mac.com/cranberrycoffeehouse for more info. 

   

  
 
       
                   

  
Dulcimer Gathering Thanks 

    Our kitchen at the Dulcimer Gathering on the 
weekend of July 19 was a big success.  Our cus-
tomers were even more complimentary than usual.  
Our volunteers appeared to have a good time and 
we made more than $900 for the church. 
   We would like to thank the following volunteers 
who gave so much of their time and energy.      
Greg Laskowski for his help in planning and pur-
chasing; Addie Deacon (with assistance from Jeff) 
for the Chicken Rapa Vieja and the Black Beans 
with Tofu on Friday; Jeff Smith for the Curried 
Beef with Potatoes and Peas on Saturday; Larry 
Lehman for the Saturday breakfast; Jo Ann Freer 
for the Sunday breakfast; Nanda Laudig for her su-
perb pies; Kate Thorpe for her fruit soup; Julie 
Masters for her signs; Lee Shepherd for assistance 
with many of the details. 
   In addition, we would like to thank the following 
for helping with meals, clean up and baking: 
Joanne Barthelmes, Marilyn Coleman, Chris Nis-
kanen, Jean Ploutz, Becky Stuart, Sue Thrasher, 
Warren Thomas; Wilbur Dodge, Anneliese 
Heurich, Joann Kowalski and son Peter, Ginny 
Quackenbush; Toby Anderson, Gay Canough, Joe 
Elder, Jean Rose-Klein; Dick Antoun, George 
Cowburn, Millie Crandall, Carol Finch, Kathleen 
McKenna, Birte Patterson, Bonnie Siegel; Raney 
Colvill, Debby Herman, Sue McAnanama, Don 
Powell, Linda Wiltz; Jan Cohen, Rich Hogan, 
Nancy Lee, Cecily O'Neill, John Patterson, Don 
Powell; Kit Hartman, Heda Libby,  Peggy and Stu-
art Naismith; Linda Blitz, Chloe Brush,  Jan Fiore,  
Charlie Freer, Scott Husted,  Petra Stone; Ron 
Kissick, Darlyne Mitchell, Kathy Preston, Susie 
Ravage; Ron Clupper,  Ron Kissick, Darlyne 
Mitchell,  Kathy Preston, and Chris Rounds. 
   For providing delicious baked goods: Sara 
Clavez, Millie Crandall, Anneliese Heurich, Kit 
Hartman, Pam Kavelman,  Herb and Janet Landow, 
Nanda Laudig, Mary McIntire, Chris Niskanen.  

                                                                                                         
--Pat Kissick and Stan Masters 

          Beacon Deadlines   
Aug. 29 (Issued September 4) 
Every two weeks thereafter…. 



           
        Hearing Assistance Devices 
   ...are now available for persons with hearing loss 
to use during Sunday services. Ask an usher.  
 

                 
 
  

        
 
 
        
       UU Camping and Picnic!  
   The RE Committee is planning a weekend camp-
ing trip at Chenango Valley State Park in Port 
Crane - Friday, August 22-24. Join us for one or 
two nights of camping, or if you're not a camper, 
join us for the day or even a few hours! For reser-
vations, contact Jeff Deacon at xxxxxx@xxxxxx or 
(607) xxx-xxxx. 
   On Saturday, in addition to the beach and the 
hiking trails, choose from field games (softball, 
volleyball and kickball), a scavenger hunt and 
crafts for the younger ones. On Saturday evening, 
there will be music, storytelling, and fellowship 
around the fire, and of course, toasted 
 marshmallows and s'mores!  
   This great event can't happen without your help. 
We’re looking for a few good UU's to help;  
* Organize a meal  
* Organize and lead field games  
* Create and lead the Scavenger Hunt  
* Host a craft on Saturday afternoon  
* Lead a hike around the lake  
* Tell a story on Saturday evening  
* Musicians for Saturday evening  
* Other fun activities!  
   If you can help, please contact Jeff Deacon at 
xxxxxx@xxxxxx or (607) xxx-xxxx.  
 
        
 
        Buddhist Meditation Resumes 
...on  Saturday mornings beginning on September 
6.  For more information, call 845-856-9000. 
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   Crafters, Artisans and Volunteers  
   The Holiday Craft Show and Sale is scheduled for 
November 7-9. Established, new and novice —  all 
are needed to make this event a success — so don't 
forget to be extra creative over the rest of the sum-
mer. Please contact Lora Timonin at  
uucbcraftshow@gmail.com to sign up or ask  
questions.  
         
                Annual Peace Picnic  
   Sunday, Aug. 24, 1-5 p.m., Otsiningo Park Pavil-
ion, (near main bathrooms). Informal potluck.  
Please bring whatever food or drink you'd like to 
share. Some people are vegetarians, so please label 
contents of dishes. In the interest of sustainability, 
please bring your own non-disposable utensils and 
napkins, etc. We will provide charcoal for grilling.  
Bring acoustic instruments to join the “Peace Jam.” 
For more info, contact Peg Johnston at 785-3429. 
                     

                   Website Calendar 
   The UU Website calendar, starting with September 
listings, will be the official calendar for all space use 
at the church. Visit www.uubinghamton.org. To  
submit items, call 729-1641 or send them to  
office@uubinghamton.org.   
 

  Beacon is Green 
   The Beacon is printed on recycled paper! Remem-
ber the trees before you print it out! To switch from 
snail-mail reception of the Beacon to e-mail delivery, 
contact office@uubinghamton.org. 
 

Guard Your Valuables 
   Remember to keep your valuables with you at all 
times when at the church. Do not leave valuables in 
the coat room. 
 

New UUCB Directories 
   They’re hot off the press and available in the of-
fice. Be sure to keep the office apprised of any 
changes in your address, phone numbers or e-mail 
address, so the directory can be kept current. 
 

Beacon Deadlines 
   Starting with August 29, Beacon deadlines will be 
every two weeks — that is, every other Friday. Send 
items to office@uubinghamton.org.  
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Visit our Website and get 
Your newsletter online: 
http://www.uubinghamton.org 


