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Upcoming Sunday Services 
Feb. 17   Third Annual Poetry Service   
This year, the poems have been selected by our UUCB Poetry Group.  As we are so 
near Valentine's Day we are offering poems about Love (but not all of them are “love 
poems!”). 
  
Feb. 24    “Apple Seeds: The Words of Pete Seeger”   Dan Berggren                       
Peace activist Dan Berggren, a workshop associate at the UU Congregation of 
Saratoga Springs, is an Adirondack folk musician known for his songs about  the 
environment. Seeger is known worldwide for his songs of peace and justice. Don’t 
miss Berggren’s Cranberry Extra Coffeehouse appearance on Sat., Feb. 23, 7:30-10 
p.m., Social Hall. 
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                          REflections 
     Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesdays. Messages: 729-1641. 
     On a recent January Saturday,  Jody Pudsey and 
I travelled to Syracuse for a workshop presentation 
by Sally Patten, author of Welcoming Children 
With Special Needs, A Guidebook for Faith Com-
munities. In her presentation, Sally focused on the 
change and healing that is possible for a commu-
nity that embraces the opportunities that children 
(and adults) with special needs and special chal-
lenges provide, noting that all children and adults 
benefit from an inclusive and diverse ministry. St 
Benedict’s concept of Radical Hospitality chal-
lenges us to find a way to love and discover the di-
vine light in every person.  In this way, mutual rev-
erence asks us to overcome our fears and accept not 
only those who are different from us, but also to 
accept the self with all its imperfections, and to see 
the sacred therein. In this way, hospitality becomes 
a moral issue and spiritual practice in which we act 
to drop labels and accept the divine presence in 
each and every person. In the act of creating safe 
and beloved community for our children with spe-
cial needs, we create a community in which every-
one is safe. 
   In moving toward a more inclusive ministry, 
Sally explored seven areas for congregational 
work: Understanding the effects of labeling; Re-
framing negative descriptions; Modeling caring be-
havior; Listening to children’s stories, and giving 
the gift of a thoughtful question; Developing a 
positive supports philosophy, recognizing that 
“there is nothing more unequal than the equal treat-
ment of unequals;” Creating a welcoming and in-
clusive religious education ministry; Engaging the 
entire church community in forming circles of sup-
port and inclusion. 
   In the coming year, the Religious Education 
Committee and I hope to urge the congregation 
along in building an inclusive ministry for all chil-
dren and their families.  As we propose our budget 
for the coming year, we are exploring ways to both 
engage the whole community in this effort, and to 
respond to the individual needs of our special needs 
children. While it has become cliché, we are truly 
no stronger than our weakest link, and it will take 
the whole village to build this vision of inclusive 
ministry.                                             —In joy, Lynn 
 

     From the Minister   
     Office Hours: Tues., Thurs., noon-4; Wed.. 10:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m.; Monday, day off; working from home 
on Friday. Other times: xxx-xxxx.  
   Our pledge drive approaches. Like the first robin 
or crocus, talk of stewardship is one of the signs 
that spring is just around the corner. Last year’s 
pledge drive was momentous. Not in that we raised 
a huge amount of money (although it is true we did 
raise what we hoped to raise,) or that we saw a dra-
matic increase in the dollar amounts our percentage 
of giving in each individual (although it is fair to 
point out that several people did make such in-
creases.) Instead, the monumental piece of last 
year’s pledge drive was this:  after saying for sev-
eral years that we are doing a positive campaign 
and we are going to have fun, we really did that last 
year! I remember walking past the room where the 
stewardship committee was meeting and hearing 
their laughter as they planned the campaign. 
   I used to say that the pledge drive was like an an-
nual root canal. I used to say that this congregation 
was so healthy and alive and fun except in terms of 
money! How we dealt with money was this one odd 
thing that did not fit with the rest of the life of the 
congregation.  It was weird. It didn’t make sense.  
But last year was different. And it looks like we 
broke the old pattern last year (although in fairness 
it was several years worth of hard work that finally 
“paid” off.) This year’s campaign, “Going Strong, 
Growing Stronger Together,” is shaping up to fol-
low in the footsteps of the good work from last 
year. 
   Another point I want to make is that we also seem 
to be changing in another way. I don’t have any 
way of backing this up (because we don’t gather 
information about each person’s financial income, 
only about what we each give to the congregation), 
but it seems that we are developing a broader eco-
nomic diversity as a congregation. The stereotype 
says that Unitarian Universalists are all Upper Mid-
dle-Class or above. What I see around this congre-
gation does not support that stereotype. We have 
many people here who do make quite a bit of 
money, many people who can (and do) donate a 
significant percentage and dollar amount to support 
this congregation and Unitarian Universalism at 
large.    
                 (Continued on Page 3) 



 RE Calendar 
February 16 – 23 – DRE out of office 
February 22 – Youth Group Lock-in 
February 24 – Children’s Social 
March 10 – RE Committee Meeting (note 
date change) 
 

Special Collection 
   The Special Collection for the Rescue Mission 
raised $538.  
        

                Save the Dates 
 (more info in upcoming Beacons) 
Feb. 17 — Poetry Circle Mini-Meeting;  
Interfaith Dialogue 
Feb. 24 —  Adult RE Workshop on  
Our Planetary Crisis 
February 27: Our Chosen Faith course begins 
March 8 — Stewardship Kick-Off Celebration 
March 8 — First LGBT Parent’s Workshop 
March 22 — Intro to Reikki class 
April 11-12 — All church spirituality retreat 
April 12 — Youth Concert 
April 19 — Love Knots, Couple’s class 
April 25 — District Assembly and Gould Lecture 
“Sustainable Earth: A Call to Action” 
April 27 — Meeting on Mission Statement 
May 3 — UU Revue 
May 24-25 — UU Book Sale 
May 25 — Meeting on Mission Statement 
June 15 — Annual meeting, picnic 
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 Minister’s Column….from Page 2    
   We also have many people who are not in a posi-
tion to give much money to the church. Some peo-
ple are on very fixed incomes that leave no room 
for “charitable giving” after paying for rent and 
food and medical bills. Others live close to the line 
and find that the amount they can offer can’t match 
what the heart longs to give. You don’t have to be 
rich to love this place, to give what you can to sup-
port the life of this congregation. This is a commu-
nity worth supporting in every way you can. This is 
a congregation that – by the gifts of those gathered 
– sends our life-giving message into the lives of 
everyone we can. This is a church that is alive with 
passion and energy and good work. The people 
gathered here care and strive to make a difference 
within themselves, in the lives of others, and in the 
world at large. 
   Every one of us is part of this work; every one of 
us contributes to making this place the beautiful 
home that it is; every one of us gives in whatever 
ways we can to allow this congregation to stand as 
a beacon of hope to all people. For all that each of 
you offer, for all the money and time and joy and 
passion that each of you pours into this place, I bow 
to your gift and thank you. 
                                                                  --douglas 

 A Chosen Faith 
   This six-session course, taught by Rev. Douglas 
Taylor, follows the “Six Sources of our Living Tra-
dition” as found in the UUA Principles. Based on 
the thought-provoking book of the same name by 
John Buehrens and Forrest Church, this is an ideal 
course for searchers, newcomers, and lifelong 
learners. Six Wednesdays from 7– 9 p.m. in Room 
10 (Feb. 27-April 2). Sign up on the bulletin board. 
Fee will be the cost of the book ($15) or bring your 
own copy 
 

LGBT Parent’s Workshop 
    Free, three-part series for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender parents and prospective parents. Dis-
cuss concerns and challenges of raising an LGBT-
led family. March 8, 15, 29, 7-8:30 p.m., Fireside 
Room. For information or to RSVP, Sherrie Adler 
at BU, xxxxxx@xxxxxx. 
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 Save the Trees 
...and postage and labor….get 
your Beacon via  
e-mail. Go to the website: 
www.uubinghamton.org, click 
on “About Us,” then on 

“Communications,” and follow the instructions. As 
a bonus, you’ll receive your Beacon  (in color!) a 
few days earlier than the paper version.  
   The number of folks receiving  e-Beacons is 
now….. (drum roll please)….122!  Yearly, that’ll 
save $460 in postage and 8,416 pieces of paper. 

 
  

              
           Stop Hunger Now! 
   Hunger knows no season. Please donate your  
non-perishable food items to CHOW via the blue 
bin the cloak room. Please, no exotic foods, glass 
jars or foods  beyond their expiration date. 
 

         
             
            Interfaith Dialogue: 
   “How Can It Be Achieved between Christians, 
Jews and Muslims?” Sun., Feb. 17, 12:15 p.m., So-
cial Hall. Panelists: Imam Kasim Kopuz, Islamic 
Association of the Southern Tier; Prof. Akbar Mu-
hammad, BU History Dept.;, Rev. Susan Davis, 
First United Methodist Church; Rabbi Tziona  
Szajman, Temple Israel; Rev. Douglas Taylor.  
 

                  
                   Love Knots 
   A workshop to enhance intimate relationships 
will be offered by social workers Ron and Pat 
Kissick from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on April 19 in Room 
10. The one-day workshop will help resolve differ-
ences and identify hidden expectations that sabo-
tage love. Learn to avoid painful misunderstand-
ings, misperceptions and assumptions leading to no
-win double binds. A $25-per-person fee covers 
workbook, reference card and catered lunch. Sign 
up on the bulletin board or call Ron at xxx-xxxx. 

   

     Endowment Grants 
    The UUCB Endowment Committee is accepting 
applications for annual grants. Application forms 
are available in the office (in the bin on the file next 
to the copier) or via download from the UUCB 
website: http://uubinghamton.org/
Downloads/2008_Grant_Application_Form.pdf). 
Deadline is Feb. 15. 
  

                    Hospitality Requested 
   A few visitors to the April 25-26 District Meeting 
may request to stay with our local UU households. 
If you can offer space on Friday, April 25, and a 
light breakfast the next morning, please contact Ce-
cily O'Neil at xxx-xxxx or xxxxxx@xxxxxx. The 
meeting is at the Owego Treadway, so arrange-
ments in that vicinity would be welcome! 
  

     WhaleCoast Alaska -- 2008 
   Five Alaskan UU fellowships invite you to ex-
perience an eco-cultural program in July. UU home 
stays in Anchorage, Fairbanks, Seward, Juneau, 
and Sitka. UUs host events and lead tours. Visit 
Tlingit and Inupiat Native Alaskans, see bears, 
moose, caribou, whales, sea otters and bald eagles, 
and visit Denali and other National Parks. Dave 
Frey, a 27-year Alaska resident, leads the program. 
Visit www.wuurld.org, phone 907-322-4966 
or e-mail waltonfrey@gci.net for a brochure. Res-
ervation deadline: March 15. 
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   Come celebrate Mardi Gras!  Don your masks and 
beads!  Friday, February 15,  at 7 p.m. in the Social 
Hall. Please bring a Cajun style dish to share for the 
potluck and your own beverage. 
 



  Adventurous Aging Workshop 
   The workshop  is full. If this is successful, per-
haps we will do it again next year.                                             
                                                    —Libby and Toby 
 

       Green Sanctuary Committee 
   The Congregation is forming a Green Sanctuary 
Committee. If you have an interest in environ-
mental issues and would like to join, e-mail 
xxxxxx@xxxxxx. Members will be grouped into 
subcommittees: Worship and Celebration, Reli-
gious Education, Sustainable Living and Environ-
mental Justice. We have lots of work to do and 
need your support!                          —Chris Rounds 
 
 

     Our Planetary Crisis 
   You've heard plenty about global warming and 
other environmental problems. You're concerned.  
But what to do?  If that's where you're at, there's a 
presentation/discussion session called  “Our Plane-
tary Crisis”  led by Wes Ernsberger that you'll want 
to attend  at 12:15 on February 24 in the Social 
Hall.   
 
 

 Noah: Maybe we should have left the woodpeckers 
behind! 

 Save Those Books! 
   Yes, there WILL be a book sale, tentatively set 
for May 24-25.  So all those great books you en-
joyed but, face it, you won't read them again — put 
them in a box in YOUR basement, not ours, be-
cause we don't have storage space. We will ask you 
to bring them in on Friday 5/23 for the set-up. We 
realize there are others in town giving books away 
for nothing, but everybody knows UUs read really 
good books, and ours will sell. This is a great fund- 
raiser for our congregation. Helpers will be needed, 
and will be paid with hugs and pizza.  
                                                     —Toby Anderson 
 
 

  Book Review on Tap for UUW 
    The UUW will meet on Monday, March 3 at 10 
a.m. in the Fireside Room.  Marion Angelo will 
provide us with one of her interesting book re-
views.  All women of the UUCB are welcome. 

Poetry Group Mini-Meeting 
     On Sunday, February 17, after the second Po-
etry Service, come get acquainted with the UUCB 
Poetry Group.  We'll have a mini-meeting in the 
Fireside Room at 12:30.  As at our regular monthly 
meetings (7 p.m., fourth Monday, at the church), 
we'll read poems aloud in a relaxed, non-critiquing 
setting.  Bring a poem to read if you'd like, or just 
come to listen and enjoy! --Libby Anderson and 
Kathy Webber, co-facilitators 

 
Wear Your Nametag…. 

    When you wear your nametag, you are saying 
something about yourself beyond your name: 
—I am an open person who wants to know others 
and be known; 
—I am aware that our church is too large for me 
to know everyone and for everyone to know me; 
—I am a courteous person, who relieves others of 
the struggle of trying to remember all our names; 
—I am a realistic person who knows there is a 
constant stream of visitors to our church, and that 
they will never get to know us without our help. 
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