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Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Binghamton, New York

Upcoming Sunday Services

Minister: Rev. Douglas Taylor | FED. 3 “Bender Gender” Rev. Douglas Taylor
Life works today with the idea that there are boys &edktare girls, two options predetermined
Moderator: Chris Rounds biologically before birth. But life seems to changertiles from time to time. What does it mean to

_ (l n . ” 1 ’)
Moderator-Elect: Rachel Light be “male” or “female” and are those really the alp options”

Director of Religious Education: | Fep. 10  “Honor Thy Mother” RewvDouglas Taylor
Lynn Garman As a people of faith, we care for our mother earth and wor&spond to the environmental concerns

Music Director: Vicky Gordon | facing us. There will be a presentation from one eflimpin' January workshops (eco-theatre) and

there will be a special collection for the Rescue Misand its work to help the homeless.
Organist: Gail Elyse Schmick

Office Manager/Beacon Editor:

Lee Shepherd calendar

OFFICE HOURS: 9 a.m. to Sat.  Feb.2 10 a.m. Buddhist Meditation; | p.m., Tai Chi

| p.m. weekdays. Sun. Feb. 3 9:15/11 a.m. Worship; noon, Young Adults meeting;
[2:15 p.m. Lunch with the Minister; 10:15/12:15, “Build

HOW TO CONTACT US: ; i ch?

Phone: 607.729.164] Community and a Sandwich ‘

Fax: 607.729.1899 Mon. Feb. 4 10 a.m., UUW; 6:30 p.m. RE committee;

Email: office@uubinghamton.org 6:30 p-m, Parents’ SGM

Web: www.uubinghameonorg | Tyes, Feb. 5 7 p.m., Social Justice; 7 p.m., SGM; 7 p.m.;

TO SUBMIT AN 7 p.m., Stewardship

ARTICLE: Weds. Feb. 6 4-6 p.m., SGM
Please e-mail to the above | Thurs., Feb. 7 6:30 p.m. Fit Family class; 6:30 p.m., Choir;
address, or a leave a hard 7 p.m., Adult RE
copy on the office deskby | g5¢  Fep, 9 10 a.m., Buddhist Meditation; | p.m., Tai Chi
the deadline printed below. . .
Please be sure it is legible. Sun. Feb. 10 9:15/11 a.m., Worship; noon, Young Adults meeting;
your name & phone 10:15/12:15 p.m., Mission Statement meeting;
4 p.m., Coming of Age
Mon., Feb. || 6 p.m. Parents of Teens
NEXT BEACON Tues. Feb. 12 6 p.m., SGM; 7 p.m., Stewardship; 7 p.m. Finance;
. 7 p.m. Peace Action
DEADLINE: Wed. Feb. I3 6 p.m., SGM; 6:30 p.m. Worship Committee;
Fr’iday, 7 p.m., Young Adults’ worship
February 8 Thurs. Feb. 14 5:30 p.m., SGM Facilitators; 6:30 p.m., Choir;
i 6:30 p.m., Fit Family
ltems received past g Feb, |5 Mardi Gras party
the deadline will be sat.  Feb. 16 10 a.m., Buddhist Meditation; | p.m., Tai Chi;
included in 7-10 p.m. Cranberry Coffeehouse

subsequent issues.
Check the calendar by the Sanctuary door for meeting locations.

**Newcomers are welcome at all listed events*¥*




From the Minister REflections

Office Hours: Tues., Thurs., noon-4; Wed.. 10:30 Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesdays. Messages: 729-1641.
a.m. to 2:30 p.m.; Monday, day off; working from home A recent article in my hometown pap€he Ithaca

on Friday. Other times: XXX-XXXX. Journal,reminds us of the benefits of a regular spiritual

practice Whether attending worship services, meditat-

Our current Mission Statement draft read$he Uni- ing, practicing yoga, or volunteering in the community,

tarian Universalist Congregation of Binghamton is an  studies consistently demonstrate reduced mortality rates,
accepting and transformative religious community. We lowered blood pressure, improved immunity to infec-
provide sanctuary for differing beliefs, celebrate faith  tion, and less anxiety among people who identify a spiri-
with reason, and inspire lives of passion and compas- tual dimension in their daily life. In religious educa;
sion, offering hope and a call to justice.” we introduce the notion of spiritual practice to our chil-
On February 10, there will be Town Hall meetings dren in a variety of ways. In Children’s Chapelssla
between services and after second service to discuss and the worship service, we teach ritual, such as @halic
potential changes to this draft. There will more Town  Lighting and the sharing of Joys and Concerns. We of-
Hall meetings for the same reason on April 27 after secfer opportunities for chanting, singing, meditation, si-
ond service and on May 25 between services and after lence, prayer, yoga, reflection, creative expression, and
second service. community service — diverse avenues to finding mean-
After publicizing this draft in December, | asked the ing in our lives and searching for a higher power.
Small Groups to look at it and suggest improvements. | The Spirit Play program in our early elementary
ask the program council to take it out to the committeesclasses provides intentional opportunity for spiritual
to discuss if this draft works for them. | also askeg a  development and exploration. Several weeks ago when
individual to suggest changes or to offer comments andl met with our fall Spirit Play teaching teams to asses
send them directly to me. our initial Spirit Play offering, teachers describedsit a
One thing | have heard a lot is “We like the old state- very spiritual for teachers and children alike. Several
ment!” We should consider this seriously. | have said | factors contribute to the sense of the sacred present i
have no intention of throwing away the old statement, our Spirit Play classes, including the expectation that
rather | think we should use it as a liturgical responsive children behave differently in that space by “walking
reading. But would we then call it “the old mission slowly and talking quietly...” We tell the children
statement”? That is a big flaw in my little idea. We about “this special place to be together to talk to,riste
could rename it our Vision Statement, but would that beto, and feel the Spirit of Love and Mystery in our
accurate? Maybe what we are trying to write is not a  hearts...” and then we create that space with ritual,
new Mission Statement, but a preamble to our current story, wondering, contemplation, feast and sharing. The
one — a small extra that can be used solo but augmentsmaterials in the class are treated with reverence, and
the fuller current version. There are many things to con-respect of one another is integral to the morning, result-
sider here. ing in a greater sense of community in which teachers
Another suggestion | have heard a few times isto ~ observe children helping, asking, and sharing
change “is an accepting ...” to “strives to be an accept- In explicitly providing sacred space, reverential lan-
ing...” | have also seen several attempts to fix the gramguage, and spiritual experience in our classroom, Spirit
mar and sentence flow by adding and moving periods aflay shows us what is possible and leads me to consider
well as changing verb tenses. One comment | overheardther aspects of our program, particularly Children’s
was “isn’t it contradictory to say we are both acagpti  Chapel. When Spirit Play provides a worshipful com-
and transforming? Either we accept you or we help to munity experience in class, Chapel is a redundant ex-
change you but we can't do both.” This reminds me of aperience. At the same time, | wonder if our older chil-
qguote from a Buddhist teacher: You are perfect just the dren are similarly drawn into spiritual exploration and
way you are and you could use some improvement.  sacred experience. Throughout the winter and spring, |
And another colleague once said, “We are called to meatill continue pondering these matters, and try new
people where they are but we are under no obligation tahings in Children’s Chapel. For starters, SpirityPla
leave them there.” classes will not ordinarily participate in Chapel, oipg
| hope to see you at a Town Hall meeting on Feb 10, the way for some of our older classes to join and per-
April 27, or May 25. Please bring ideas and patience; | haps lead that worship experience. As parents, as RE
will bring a good process to get us through to our goal. teachers, as congregants, | hope to hear what you find
—Douglas meaningful in worship and spiritual experience, and
your ideas about sharing the sacred with our
young people. —In joy, Lynn



RE Calendar

February 3 — Religious Education Classes resume

February 4 — Religious Education Committee
Meeting
February 11 — Parents of Teen Meeting

“A Chosen Faith:
An Introduction to

Unitarian Universalism”

This six-session course, taught by Rev. Douglas
Taylor, follows the “Six Sources of our Living Tra-
dition” as found in the UUA Principles. Based on
the thought-provoking book of the same name by

John Buehrens and Forrest Church, this is an ideal

course for searchers, newcomers, and lifelong

Love for Music Unites Them

Charlene Thomson and friends will perform
lively tunes and songs from many traditions at the
7:30-10 p.m. February 16 Cranberry Coffeehouse.
She will be joined by Johanna and Tim Masters on
fiddles, and Beth Hogan on guitar for some Cajun
and contra dance tunes. John Thomson will play
banjo and violin on a selection of Scottish and old
timey tunes. Martin Bidney will play violin on
klezmer tunes, in addition to Scottish strathspeys
and reels. Fine Companions, composed of violinist
Lee Shepherd, cellist Julian Shepherd and flutist/
percussionist Cheryl Spiese, will share English
country dance tunes. Charlene will play piano, ac-
cordion and autoharp. The concert is a gathering of
musical friends sharing their love of traditional
music.

learners. Six Wednesdays from 7— 9 p.m. in Room
10 (Feb. 27-April 2). Sign up on the bulletin board.
Fee will be the cost of the book ($15) or bring your
own copy or speak with the minister.

Writing Successful Grant Proposals
Two workshops on this subject will be held on
March 6 and 13 at UUCB in Room 9 from 3-5:30
p.m. The cost is $95 ($75 workshop fee plus $20
for materials). The purpose is to provide persons . )

from non-profits and schools with the tools needed The Election: Transforming Issues

to write competitive proposals. Kevin Hodne, You are invited to explore election issues at the
workshop facilitator, has been involved in educa- 3rd annual ecumenical Lenten Series, sponsored by
tion and non-profit work for more than 20 years as the BCCC Peace with Justice Committee. Presenta-
a program coordinator in the schools and at SUNY tions by local and national experts and discussion
Delhi, director of a sustainable agriculture non- will be held from 7-9 p.m. on these topics: Immi-
profit, and as a county legislator. For information, gration (Feb. 13); The Environment (Feb. 20), Edu-
contact him at xxx-xxxx or at cation (Feb. 27), and Healthcare (March 12 ) at

XXXXXX @ XXXXXX. Christ the King Catholic Church, Endwell. On Sat.,
March 8, Bishop Tom Gumbleton of Detroit, for-
EXpeCt a Call mer international president of Pax Christi, will

Friends of the UUA will conduct a fundraising  speak at 7 p.m. at First United Methodist Church,
phonathon. Direct Advantage, a Pittsburgh telemargndicott, on “The Gospel Call to Peace in a Time
keting firm, has been hired to make the calls. Call- of War and Terrorism. Pre-register at 724-9130.
ers are required to be courteous, respectful, and A $10 donation is requested, but no one will be
succinct. E-mail friends@uua.org or call (617) 948-turned away. More information: Janice Ulangca,
6525 to be placed on the “no call” list or to give  xxx-xxxx or Amy Fleming, XXX-XXXX.
feedback.

Need Childcare for your event?
Call Lynne Theophanis at
XXX—Xxxx seven days
in advance

Get Out the Beads and Masks

Celebrate Mardi Gras at UUCB on the evening of
Fri., Feb. 15. More information forthcoming.




News from Kenya

Julian Okiri is a citizen of Kenya, v%ho came to our Help Kenyans Through _UUSC
services at times. Several years ago, we raised money, | 10 help the estimated 255,000 displaced Ken-
through the Endowment Fund and congregational con- | yans who have crowded into insufficiently
tributions, to build a new elementary school in the vil- | equipped sites, without adequate access to food,
lage of Omboye. Since that is near the city of Kisumu water, medicines, and other supplies, the UUSC

where there has been much violence, Toby Anderson is asking for donations. Mail checks, payable to
asked him if he was o.k.. Here is his response: Kenya Crisis Fund, to:

“l thank you for your concern for me and my family. UUSC-UUA Kenya Crisis Fund, UUSC, P.O.
am humbled that many of our mutual friends are think- | 5. "845259 Boston. MA 02284-5259
ing about me at this time when we are going through ’ ’

this man-made crisis.

“Kisumu is our largest city. It has been seriou$ly a
fected by violence. Our village Omboye and therefore,
Omboye Primary School is about 120 miles west of Ki- | .and postage and labor....geur Beacorvia
sumu. The area is not affected by violence. The building-majl. Go to the website: www.uubinghamton.org,
built by UUCB is very safe. The building is a treasure t0gjick on “About Us,” then on “Communications,”

the community. Various groups from the district use it - oy fqlow the instructions. As a bonus, you'll re-
for different activities during the weekends and school . . :
ceive yourBeacon (in color!) a few days earlier

holidays. Our friend, Prof. Doug Garnar of BCC, gave .

us a donation, which we used to buy and install a solar than the paper version.

system in the building. It is therefore the only building

in the rural area of the district with electricity. Atlese Stop Hunger Now!

activities Speak volumes for the bUIIdIng You can see Hunger knows no season. Please donate your

the seed you planted has grown into a tree and a Shadenon-perishable food items to CHOW via the blue

for humanity. : -
“The problem facing Kenya is that Raila Odinga won .bm the cloak room. Pleas_e, no_exc_)tlc foods, glass
jars or foods beyond their expiration date.

the presidential elections on thé"ecember 2007.

When the results were brought to Nairobi for tallying of i i
presidential votes by Electoral Commission of Kenya, I:eeg;,lllla%lrtzggtii’r%/gscoofI;E(Tnlg/velifolzrggglggrary

some commissioners conspired and changed the figures ) 3 _
giving Mwai Kibaki more votes and he was immedi- Committee will be on the third Monday of each

ately declared a winner. Within less than an hour, he ~month at 6:30 p.m. in the Library. All inter-

sworn in by Chief Justice. The chairman of Electoral ~ested persons are invited to attend. Contact Janet
Commission of Kenya, who announced the winner, told Landow for more information.

the press that when he sent the papers for Mwai Kibaki

to sign, he found the Chief Justice robed waiting to Hats off to...

swear in the president. Several days later, the media Raney Colvill, who has taken on the job of tem-
asked the chairman of commission if Kibaki won the  porary chair of the Membership Outreach Commit-
elections. His response: “I don't know...." and this was tee, and to Joanne Freer, who will take on the post

captured by television. That triggered more riots in in July.
many cities and killing of so many innocent people. .
“Bishop Desmond Tutu was in Nairobi last week to Saratoga Sprlngs B&Bs

mediate but left with very little success. President John ~ The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Kuffuor of Ghana, who is currently the chairman of Af- Saratoga Springs offers year-round, reasonably
rica Union, has been in Kenya for three days tried to  priced bed and breakfast services for visitors to the
mediate without much success. He left yesterday. Mr  Saratoga area. You do not have to be a member of
Koffi Annan, former UN Secretary General is expected 3 YU church to stay in one of our B&B houses.

to lead a team of eminent Africans to mediate. We pray vyjembers of our church provide Bed and Breakfast
that he may succeed. facilities in lovely private homes in and around

“Please pass my best wishes to your family and . .
friends at UUCB. We need a special prayer from the Saratoga Springs. All proceeds benefit the church.

church.” —Julian Okiri Call 518-584-1555.



Build Community (and a Sandwich)

Are you a sandwich artist or do you think the
bread is just there to hold the filling together? Do
thoughts of vegetarian “bacon” start you salivating
or is cheese and tomato more to your pallet?
Whatever your preferences, there will be plenty of
choices to satisfy your tastes on February 3 in the
Social Hall.

Are you a letter writer, phone caller, or errand

Adventures in Aging: Looking

Backward and Moving Forward

Toby and Libby Anderson will facilitate an Adult
RE program on five Tuesdays at 7 p.m. beginning
March 25 in the Fireside Room. The workshop will
look at attitudes and behavior regarding aging. It
will use sources such &om Age-ing to Sage-ing
by Rabbi Zalman Schacter-Shalomi, Mary Pipher’s
Another Country,Elisabeth Kubler-Ros3he

runner? Can you stuff an envelope, locate a libranynne| and the LightBetty Friedan'dhe Foun-

book or speak to a crowd? Are you creative and

spontaneous, a careful follower of policies and pro

tain of Age To prepare, take a look at one or two
of these beforehand. A few copies are available in

cedures or both? Whether you're a good leader oripe office.

a loyal follower, seeking a challenge or yearning

for fulfillment, our congregation offers a variety of

opportunities for your interests, time and talent.
On February 3, in the Social Hall, the Program

Council is hosting a dessert sampler between ser-

vices and/or make your own sandwich event after

There will be a $5 materials fee and some
“homework.” The program is appropriate for
adults of any age, especially those with aging par-
ents and those in or nearing retirement and be-
yond. A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin
board. Questions? Call or e-mail: XxX-XXXX,

second service. Join us to hear about the importang(xxxxx@xxxxxx

work our committees are doing and learn how you

might help make a meaningful impact in our com-
munity. Get involved and see how you can gain
experience and enjoy a greater sense of purpose
and belonging.

Toronto Beaches B&Bs...
For UU’s, during the 20th Annual Beaches
International Jazz Festival, July 18-27.
The Neighbourhood UU Congregation offers a
Bed and Breakfast program for Unitarians to visit

Green Sanctuary Committee

The Congregation is forming a Green Sanctuary
Committee. If you have an interest in environ-
mental issues and would like to join, please e-mail
XXXXXX@XXXXXX. Members will be grouped into
one of four subcommittees: Worship and Celebra-
tion, Religious Education, Sustainable Living, and
Environmental Justice. We have lots of work to do
and need your support! —Chris Rounds

the Beaches area of Toronto at this favorite time of

year. Check out

www.nuuc.ca, www.beachesjazz.com and
www.beachesbia.com. For more information,
contact Jon Whitehead at xxx-xxxx or
XXXXXX @ XXXXXX.

One-Woman Show at UUW
The UU Women will meet on Monday, Feb. 4 at
10 a.m. in the Fireside Room. Pat Donohue will
present one of her humorous monologues. All

Building Peace

The UU United Nations Office is sponsoring an
Annual Intergenerational Spring Seminar, titled
“Picking Up the Pieces: Building a Culture of
Peace,” at United Nations Headquarters and its
neighborhood in New York City from April 3-5.
The seminar will address international efforts to
achieve sustainable peace and discuss the impor-
tance of peace in the Unitarian Universalist faith.
More information is available on our bulletin board
or speak with DRE Lynn Garman about the youth

women members of the UUCB and their guests ar€omponent of this prograrhlote the deadline for

invited to attend.

application is February 15. Register now while
there are still spaces.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SAVE the DAIE:

Kick-Off celebration of the
2008 Stewardshin Campaign

Dinner at the Day’s Inn
Sat.. March 8
€:30-9:30 p.m.



