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Upcoming Sunday Services
678 & ( January 20 “Sing a New Song” R&wouglas Taylor
Whenever Martin Luther King Jr. spoke, he pulled on imdges the Bible and our national
6 democracy. With a few words, he could draw people iavoking a common memory of suffering
61 (.& | and promise, of history and future hopes. Our specilgation this month will be for the Broome
’ County Martin Luther King Commission.
January 27  “Wizards, Dust and Faith” Rev. Daglas Taylor
915 , The Golden Compass, Harry Potter, Lord of the Ringsyiblaand other fantastic films are popular in
our culture and offer perspectives on faith, religion,is@ind sin. Let us hear what these fantasy
(115 films have to offer.
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From the Minister REflections

A colleague once stated that the moment someone Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesdays. Other days, leave a mes
walks through the doors of one of our UU congregationssage at 729-1641.
they become a volunteer. | find this idea to be both Raney Colville, a long-term RE teacher and volunteer,
wildly inaccurate and, somehow and the same time, told me of the recent morning she found a child outside
ringing with Spot-on truth. Most peop|e come to a con- the Sanctuary door peeking in, and Iooking rather lost.
gregation for the first time because they are searching As it was a Children’s Chapel morning, Raney offered
for something. While that search can be for away to  to walk the child to chapel. Raney describes how the
serve, usually people come to receive. People come to ghild “... said yes, and | started out with her. Idesh
community such as ours hungering, lost, broken, hurt- for the old chapel room (the one we used when | taught
ing, empty, yearning, or curious. | don’'t mean every  Years ago) and the child very nicely said, “it's this*way
guest or visitor is among the spiritually “walking and led me to the current chapel room.”
wounded” in some dramatic sense — S|mp|y that some | can think of no better StOfy to describe the experi
need drove every one of us to take the step, to pull into ence of teaching our children and youth on Sunday
our lot, to walk through our door to sit among us to see mornings. We adults hold out our hand and offer to
if we m|ght be their home. So, no! Pe0p|e do not be- walk the child through the halls of our faith, and along
come volunteers the minute they walk into our the way, if we are listening, they lead us. As Unitarian
doors. They come to receive, to exp|0re’ to discover. Universalists, we do not ascribe to the belief that our

And yet, in a radical way, my colleague’s statement children are empty vessels to be filled, and we are-ca
holds a powerful seed of truth. The minute you involve ful (sometimes too much so) not to indoctrinate them.
yourself with this community, you will be called up to  Instead, we view our Religious Education program as an
service. This is because the only things that happen ~ Opportunity to discover; a co-creative process between
around here are those tnings that pe0p|e make nap- teacher and child in which each companions the other
pen. This community is sustained by the interests and 0n a spiritual journey of discovering and articulating
efforts of the peop|e here. We are not a consumer sta- one’s beliefs within the context of our UU niStOfy and
tion. UUism is not a spectator’s faith because the way t Principles.
deepen in your understanding, to enliven your connec- Our religious education teachers, while serving our
tions, to save your soul is to get involved. The more ~ Program, children and community extraordinarily well,
you put in here, the more you receive. are ordinary folks. They, like you, are simply part of

If you can, we need you to be an usher, a greeter, a Our congregation; some are long time members and eld-
videographer. If it is within your schedule, we need you €rs, some are relative newcomers to our faith; some are
to provide a focal point for the service, host a monthly Parents of young children or grown children, some are
Cranberry Kitchen Coffeehouse, or just our regular ~ NOt parents; some are teachers by profession, most are
weekly coffee hour. These are simple ways to serve andot; their free time is not abundant, as they too have ful
near|y all of us can find a way to p|tcn in at this levié lives and full-time jObS outside of UUCB; they have no
is not much, but it means a lot — it is a sign of our way Particular talents or background, they simply are willing
of faith: we all pitch in to make our community. When to share whatever talents, time, faith, and curidsiey
you are ready, there are many other ways to serve and can with our children and youth. And...so can yOUi
keep this community humming. Right now, there is Yes, so can you...A faith such as ours, without creed
space for more energy in the Adult RE, Membership, or doctrine, is manifest in the diverse lived beliefewf
and Children’s RE committees. These are vital groups membership - past, present and future. To truly learn
that offer valuable programs and opportunities in our about Unitarian Universalism, our children must know
community. We need more people working to make ~ You. |implore you to consider joining our religious
these offerings continue to nappen_ The Bingnamton education team - share, articulate, discover and live you
UU Young Adults need a few more people to strength- Peliefs though this co-creative process of teacher and
ening their offerings. The annual Cranberry Dulcimer learner. To learn more, please see me, and read further
Festival must have a church liaison if that amazing pro-in this newsletter about current needs and opportunities.
gram is to continue. We need to find more teachers for —in joy and faith, Lynn
the coming Sunday school season. If you can, if it is RE Calendar
within your schedule and your ability and your interest: January Sundays — Jumpin’ January workshops, Nursery
your congregation needs your time and energy. There i§Pen, Youth Group meets. _ _
so much going on in this congregation. We are a vital January 27 — Our Whole Lives, Grades 4-6, Parent/Child Ori
and joyous bunch. When you are ready, there are Waysentanon

d February 3 — RE Classes resume

you can step up and keep the flame bright. --Douglas



Religious Education Teacher Religious Education Teachers
Thanks! Needed!

As we look ahead to our spring semester Religious As mentioned on this page, with the change in semes-
Education program, | want to once again recognize andters, we have a change in teachers, and the inevitable
thank our teachers who companion our children each vacancies that come with changing schedules and lives.
week on their spiritual journey. Without the teachers We need teachers/facilitators for the following groups:

and other volunteers who support our program, it simply 11 a.m. Intermediate Class (Grades 3-5)

would not exist. Special thanks to our Fall Spirit Play 11 a.m. Middle School (Grades 6-8)

teams, who successfully launched our new program: 11 a.m. Youth Small Group Ministry (Grade 7
Lisa Gallagher, Lisa Sienkiewicz, Sidra Taylor, and and up)

Stacy Wright. These teachers, along with Raney Col-  Most groups this year are learning about Unitarian
ville, Jane Connor, Cheryl Naslund, and Cathy Lipski Universalism, with curriculum provided. Teachers work
will not be returning next semester. in teams of four, with two teachers on any given Sun-

A hearty welcome and thank you to those who have day, so a commitment to teach this semester requires
already agreed to teach this spring: Glenn and Michelleapproximately 8 Sundays between February and June.
Dolphin, Susie Waring, Lora Timonin, Lynne Theopha- Materials, supplies, training, support, and children pro-
nis and Kate Thorpe. vided.

I would be remiss if | did not also recognize the ongo- Please contact Lynn Garman, DRE, 729-1641, for
ing, year-long commitment of some of our volunteers: more information.

Evelyn and Paul Deeley, Cary and Vince Fox, Kim

Keuter, Linda Niles, Marcie Renwick, Youth Advisors
Tracy Landers and Jeff Smith, and RE Committee mem- Alphabet Soup of Acronyms

bers Lauri McCoy, Jeff Deacon, Kathleen McKenna, New to the UU Congregation? Bewildered by the Al-
and Brin Taylor. phabet Soup of Acronyms used to designate persons,
And now, join me in an appreciative round of ap- places and things you encounter on church calendars
plause! and elsewhere?
Here’s your guide to often used acronyms:
Adventures in Aging: UUCB —Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Bing-
hamton

Looking Back and Moving Forward

“Clearly the trick in life is to die young as late
as possible” — William Sloane Coffin RE — Religious Education

Toby and Libby Anderson will facilitate an DBSA — Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance
Adult RE program for four or five Tuesdays at 7 na _ Narcotics Anonymous
p.m. Tuesdays, beginning March 25, to enhance  RpN - Riverside Day Nursery
attitudes and behavior regarding aging and the ag- uuw — UU Women
ing of others. It will be a participatory program us- GLC — UU Gay/Lesbian Concerns Committee
ing sourceskFrom Ageing to Sage-ingy Rabbi PFLAG — Parents/Friends of Lesbians/Gays
Zalman Schacter-Shalomi, Mary Piphe&sother UUFAIR (Indian Rights)
Country, Elisabeth Kubler-Ros&he Tunnel and SGM — Small Group Ministry
the Light Betty Friedan’§he Fountain of FR — Fireside Room
Age Take a look at one or two of these, available ifpH — Social Hall . -

. . . UA — Unitarian Universalist Association

the office, or from Toby and Libby, your library or
bookstore.

There will be a small materials fee and some
“homework.” The program will be appropriate for

BUUYA — Binghamton UU Young Adults
DRE — Director of Religious Education

adults of any age, especially those with aging par- - . .
ents and those in or nearing retirement and be- c——eQt™See"£-Q— £Q? [£EQ-8-Y¥r
yond. A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin t'eeQl}aYY-Q..™—- ™' FFIQ'¥QQ
board. Questions? E-mail xxxxxx@xxxxxx or call ©0TPOOOQr—-§—-YQ3'2dQ Q
XXX-XXXX. . ..

SYQ'-8'YQRQ




Good Samaritans Keep Busy

The holidays can be a lonely time for those in a ...and postage and labor....geur Beacorvia
nursing home or recovering from a serious illness. e-mail. Go to the website: www.uubinghamton.org,
Thanks to the Small Group Ministry, facilitated by click on “About Us,” then on “Communications,”
Kate Thorpe and composed of Dolores Elliott, and follow the instructions. As a bonus, you'll re-
Madeleine and Eric Cotts, Renata Bernal, Sondra ceive yourBeacon (in color!) a few days earlier
Pruden, Bonnie Siegel, Trebbe Johnson, Lucy than the paper version.
Loewenstein and Sasha Fassett, who brought bags

of goodies to six of our church members. Thank Considering an Alternative Home?
you for the thoughtful gifts, and more important, Think commune, co-housing or intentional

the gift of your time in a very busy season. community, guided by UU principals. If you live

Sometimes members of the Caring Committee g&f, 5 disconnected. isolated manner and would be
asked what they do during the year. We Visit MeéM-jyarested in this slightly radical approach to hous-

bers in nursing homes (and Anneliese Heurich andjng ca|l Bill Lutz, a member of the First Unitarian

others visit some non-church-member nursing  chyrch in Rochester, at xxx-xxxx. A information
home residents at Bridgewater). We also provide meeting will be scheduled soon.

food for families, transportation, and with members
of the UU Woman's group, provide a reception af-
ter a memorial service. To help out, contact Anneli-
ese Heurich, Stan Masters, or me. If you or your
family need help from our committee, call us.
—Raney Colvill

Drowning in Catalogues?

If you're appalled by all those catalogues arriving -
in your mail this time of year, opt out (and save
trees) by logging on to www.catalogchoice.org.

You have to register, and then they will take you

off designated catalogue mailing lists. This func-
tions like the “Do Not Call” list for telemarketing

phone calls. First Night Binghamton featured a river
blessing by our very own Rev. Douglas Taylor

4

Stop Hunger Now!

H u ng er knOWS no season. P | ease d 0 nate yo ur kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkk

non-perishable food items to CHOW via the blue Cranberry Coffeehouse
bin the cloak room. Please, no exotic foods, glass Post this on your refrigerator:

jars or foods that have gone beyond their expiration 4 4 :
J ved y " expiratt Jan. 19: John Kirk and Trish Miller

date.

Web Beacon Feb. 16: Charler?e Thomson and Friends

We have current and pa&aconon the web February 23: Coffeehouse Extra

available for download atttp:/ Performance by Dan Berggren (he’ll be
www.uubinghamton.org/beacon.htmBecause this a featured musician at 2/24 services
is available to anyone, anywhere, we are filtering March 15: Mike Agranoff
out personal contact info as _weII as the last names April 19: Steve Gillette/Cindy Mangsen
of minors. If you have an article for tBeacon May 17: Amy Gallatin

with personal contact information that you want to ) .
appear on the web, then please make that known _ June 21: Seneca Moon String Band
when you submit the article. The printed ore-  Visit http://web.mac.com/cranberry
mailed version of th@eaconis not filtered. coffeehouse for more information.



Need a Clergy Visit? U Can Stay With a UU

If any member of your family is anticipating be- Dreaming of inexpensive vacation travel to inter-
ing admitted to area hospitals, and desires a pastora¢sting destinations where you can stay in the homes
visit, contact the office at 729-1641 with names and of friendly people who share your ideals and are
dates. Hospitals, in order to comply with Federal happy to provide directions and advice for their
laws governing privacy, cannot contact clergy with area? The UU bed and breakfast directdidjre
this information, as they have in the past. Home(formerly Homecomingsdoes just that. For

28 years, the program has provided a network of

Ange|5’ WOI’kShOpS |:|y at UUCB hosts in the United States (and a few abroad) who
Manifesting the Life of Your Dreams open their homes to like-minded people.
Sunday, January 27, 2-5 p.m., Social Hall You can also become a host and be listed in the

$45 per person- Includes all materials, bottled water diréctory. Contactinfo@uurehome.coyror call 828-

and a nutritious snack. In this workshop, we take a 281-3253.
guided look into where we have been in our lives and
where we desire to go. Trish Chastain-Sage will
work with participants to remove blocks that inter-
fere with moving forward in a positive direction.
Mediumship 101

Encore for the Art Scene
Judie Salton will once again show some of her art
work in the Fireside Room, from mid-February until
the end of March.
If anyone is interested in showing art work or rec-

Sunday, February 24, 2-5 p.m., Room 10 ommending an artist who would like to show work in
$45 per person- Includes all materials, bottled water, space, please contact Renata Bernal at xxx-

and a nutritious snack. Mediumship is the healing art
) : XXXX.
of connecting with our departed loved ones .

Connecting with Your Angels Look for Neverland at Movie Night

Sunday, March 16, 2-6 p.m., Room 10 Johnny Depp will once again grace the screen at a
$45 per person- Includes all materials, bottled water, ;ycB Movie Night. At 7 p.m. on Fri., Jan. 18 in the
and a nutritious snack. In this workshop, we learn the-; eside Room join us fdfinding Nev'erlanda

unique gifts that angels possess and how to call on agical tale about one of the world's greatest story
them for daily assistance. tellers and the people who inspired his masterwork
To register, e-mail trish@lightworktherapy.com or pater Pan Depp plays Sir J.M. Barrie, who wrote
call 239-5574 his famous play after falling under the spell of a
. widow and her four young boys. In one reviewer's
How (Un)Sweet It is! words: “His performance was so understated, so sub-
At customers' request, we are adding Organic Un4ime, so perfect that he made an admirer out of tme. |

sweetened Baking Cocoa to the list of Equal Ex-  takes an amazing performance to do such a thing,
change items that we sell at the coffee hour betweergnd this was an amazing performance.” Bring a

Services each week. If you want to know more abougnack or drink to share. — the Fellowship Group

Equal Exchange, you can read about it at the EE ta- ) )

ble in the Social Hall, or find it on the web at Did You Hear the Dalai Lama?

www.equalexchange.coop —Toni Norton If you heard the Dalai Lama speak in October,
please contact Vicky Gordon at Xxx-Xxxx or

January Special Collection XXXXXX@xxxxxx. The Worship Committee is inter-

Our January Special Collection will be for the ~ €Sted in puiting together a Worship service for April
Broome County Martin Luther King Commission 6 based on his visit to Ithaca, and is seeking personal
and its effort to create the MLK Promenade (by the '€flections on the experience. Participation in the
confluence along the east side of the Chenango ~ Service is not required.
River) into an aesthetic and education location. Last Minister's Hours
year, we had a collection for a statue of King that is
part of this larger vision.

Office Hours: Tues., Thurs., noon-4; Wed.. 10:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m.; Monday, day off; working from home on Fri-
day. Other times: XXX-XXXX.
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