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Upcoming Sunday Services 
 
January 6  “January’s Intolerance” Rev. Douglas Taylor 
The first month of the year is named for Janus, the Roman God of doorways, or of 
beginnings and endings.  He is often depicted as having two faces, one looking back 
and one looking forward.  A fine symbol for both tolerance and intolerance in the New 
Year! 
January 13   Hymn Sing    Vicky Gordon 
Come join as we sing old favorites as well as new songs from both our regular hymnal 
and the hymnal supplement, and learn some of the history and context for these songs. 
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                          REflections 
 Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesdays. Other days, leave a  mes-
sage at 729-1641. 
    “Oh (squeal)…this is so perfect!  I love it! 
   What 13 year old girl wouldn’t want this?” 
   These exclamations of  joy and excitement were not 
heard, as you might expect, upon the opening of  this 
young woman’s own Christmas gift, but upon examin-
ing the gifts the Middle School class would be sharing 
with their Holiday “Adopted Family.” In November, the 
Middle School class voted to “Adopt-a-Family” this 
holiday season. They gave careful thought to the size 
family and age children they could support, and passed 
on the information to me: a family of four, with a couple 
teenagers. When I called the Family Enrichment Net-
work, they explained to me that most of the families 
they serve have young children, however, there was one 
family with teenagers, a larger family than we re-
quested, a family of eight! I took a deep breath, and 
trusting in the generosity of this community, I agreed to 
provide Christmas for this family who had recently lost 
everything in a house fire, this family of five teenagers, 
custodial grandparents, and an older, special needs 
adult. 
   As we wrapped gifts several weeks later during a 
snowy Sunday morning, I was amazed by the room full 
of gifts before us!  Looking over the family’s “Wish 
List” and following a long discussion on “needs” vs. 
“wants,” the class had developed a long shopping list, 
and now the assembled gifts filled every corner of 
Room 10. The Middle School Bake and Book Sale and 
the Special Collection contributed $905 to the effort, 
and upon the urging of Cathy Lipski and Amy xxxxxx, 
Girl Scout Troop 671 contributed another $200. Mem-
bers of the congregation donated cookware, books, vid-
eos, gifts, a bicycle and another $100 gift certificate. All 
the gifts were wrapped, loaded into two vans, and deliv-
ered to the Family Enrichment Network before Christ-
mas. 
   I did not meet this family, but I know their holidays 
were brighter and their troubles lighter because of this 
work. I also know that this act of giving brightened the 
holiday for the middle school youth and teachers who 
participated in this project, despite their own busy 
schedules. I want to thank everyone at UUCB and Girl 
Scout Troop 671 for their financial contributions, the 
Middle School class for baking and taking the lead on 
this project, and Kevin xxxxxx, who helped with the 
delivery. And a special thanks to Middle School teach-
ers Cary Fox, Cheryl Naslund, and Cathy Lipski, whose 
leadership and hard work were essential to bringing our 
faith into action. 

As we enter the new year, I hope your days are 
brightened with similar stories of hope and goodwill as 

             From the Minister   
Office Hours: Tues., Thurs., noon-4; Wed.. 10:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m.; Monday, day off; working from home on 
Friday. Other times: xxx-xxxx.  
  
   “The benefits of your membership in the (insert 
organization of choice here) are great.”  Many non-
profit organizations and groups present a statement 
like this. Sometimes there is a tangible benefit to 
membership in such groups, a magazine or a mug, 
but usually the benefits are intangible.  Mostly, we 
do not join non-profit organizations for the stuff we 
get from them. This is what it is like with the 
church as well.  What do you get for your member-
ship with this congregation? You get a vote at our 
congregational meetings, you are able to be elected 
to the board and to chair committees, and you re-
ceive quarterly issues of the UU World magazine.  
Also, members have the usual fees waived for use 
of the building and for the minister’s services for 
weddings, memorials and dedications.   
 
   But there is more. You also receive the warmth of 
community and our network of relationships. You 
get to be a part of something greater than yourself, 
to be part of a movement that is changing the 
world. You receive the opportunity to be called to 
live a life of service and meaning. But perhaps 
most importantly, the great benefit you receive for 
your membership is that knowledge that you’ve put 
your name down as being a part of what which con-
gregation stands for – that because of your commit-
ment, this place will be here for the next person 
who walks through our doors. Oh, we’ll give you a 
small book or a pin during the New Member Rec-
ognition ceremony and there are other small tangi-
ble benefits. But the truly great benefits are the in-
tangible ones you receive. 
 
   Perhaps it is time for you to sign the book. (You 
can check the directory, if there is an “MR” after 
your name then you already are a member.) Per-
haps you are ready to step forward and put your 
name down as one of those who is committed to 
what this place stands for and that you are here to 
make sure this place will be available for the next 
person.   
                                                                    --douglas 
    
  



Our Whole Lives, Grades 4 - 6 
         Parent Information Meeting January 13 
   The Children’s Religious Education Committee 
and I are excited to announce this year’s Our 
Whole Lives class.  Per the interest expressed by 
parents last year, we will be offering this eight-
session elementary OWL class for children in 
Grades 4-6 this winter, under the leadership of 
Glenn and Michelle Dolphin.  
   Our Whole Lives (OWL) is a comprehensive life-
span, faith-based sexuality program. It encom-
passes curricula for five different age groups, in-
cluding Kindergarten-Grade 1, Grades 4-6, Grades 
7-9, Grades 10-12, and adult. Our Whole Lives is a 
positive and age-appropriate educational program 
that promotes sexual health. The title reflects the 
belief that sexuality is a lifelong process of acquir-
ing information and forming attitudes and values 
about identity and relationships, intimacy and 
health. The curricula are grounded in child develop-
ment theory and draw on research about the physi-
cal, mental, emotional, and social abilities of the 
participants. 
   Our Whole Lives is guided by the following two 
principles: parents have primary responsibility for 
sexuality education; and sexuality education begins 
at home and continues through open and honest 
communication between parent and child. There-
fore, the program begins with a parent meeting to 
introduce the curriculum and answer initial ques-
tions. At this time, there also will be an opportunity 
to review the curriculum and materials used with 
the children. This parent meeting will be held Sun-
day, January 13, at 6 p.m. Since both parents are 
advised to attend, childcare will be provided if re-
quested no later than January 7. Families who de-
cide to participate in the OWL program will also 
need to attend a Parent/Child Orientation meeting 
on January 27. 
   We believe strongly in the value and strength of 
the OWL program, and hope you and your child 
will decide to participate. For more information, 
contact Lynn Garman, DRE, at 729-1641. 

  
  
 
 
 
   

                  RE Calendar 
January Sundays –Jumpin’ January  
intergenerational workshops, Nursery open 
January 7 – RE Committee Meeting 
January 13 – Our Whole Lives Parent Orientation 
January 14 – Parents of Teens Group, 6 p.m. 
 

 
 

Jumpin’ January 
Join us in January for Worship 

 and a Workshop! 
    During January Sundays, we suspend our usual 
religious education classes in favor of something…
well something more fun! We hope you won’t miss 
out on the action. This year, we will offer a variety 
of workshops on the Environment and Earth. 
Workshops will be offered for all ages, during both 
services. Here is our schedule for the first couple of 
weeks: 

 
JANUARY 6 

9:15 only:  Art from Trash:  Robots, Dolls, and 
Critters�
9:15 and 11:00: Earth Beat - Drumming with Rob 
Wandell�
DVD and Discussion:  Evolutionary Spirituality 
excerpts�
11:00 only: UUCB  Players – Environmental Play 
Production�

 
JANUARY 13 

9:15 only: Art from Trash:  Robots, Dolls,  
and Critters�
9:15 and 11:00: Wildlife Encounter – Barbara Cole 
and animals�
DVD and Discussion: Planet Earth excerpts�
11:00 only: Nature and Environmental Photography�
UUCB  Players – Environmental Play Production 
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                      Save the Trees 
...and postage and labor….get your Beacon via  
e-mail. Go to the website: www.uubinghamton.org, 
click on “About Us,” then on “Communications,” 
and follow the instructions. As a bonus, you’ll re-
ceive your Beacon  (in color!) a few days earlier 
than the paper version. 

  
  

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Great Bear Trio  

   The Great Bear Trio, one of the most exciting 
contradance bands anywhere — with brothers An-
drew and Noah VanNorstrand still in their teens— 
is back for a Cranberry Coffeehouse Extra concert 
on Friday, January 11, 7:30-10 p.m. in the Social 
Hall. They play too many instruments to name 
here, and together with their mom Kim, perform 
traditional and original tunes. Come early. Seats 
are always at a premium for this popular band. 
    And put January 19 on your calendar for  the 
Cranberry Coffeehouse performance of John Kirk 
and Trish Miller, whose fancy fiddling and fancy 
footwork signal  the “breaking up of Christmas.” 
                               
                                 ******** 

Here’s what’s in store for 
 the rest of the season: 

Feb. 16: Charlene Thomson and Friends 
February 23: Coffeehouse Extra 

 Performance by Dan Berggren (he’ll be 
a featured musician at 2/24 services   

March 15: Mike Agranoff 
April 19: Steve Gillette/Cindy Mangsen 

May 17: Amy Gallatin 
June 21: Seneca Moon String Band 

Visit http://web.mac.com/cranberry 
coffeehouse for more information. 

   

 Civil Rights Bus Tour: March 22-30 
   Join Rev. Dr. Gordon and Judy Gibson as they 
take you on a tour of significant sites of the South-
ern Civil Rights Movement. Fifteen seats on the 
tour will be available to the general public. Regis-
tration is on a first-come basis and is due no later 
than January 18. Participation for the entire eight 
days is required for those seeking academic credit 
and strongly encouraged for all others. See the link 
on the website: www.meadville.edu 

 

  Fit Family Class Offered 
    Cathy Lipski and Steve Page will offer a class, 
“Fit Family Cardio/Stability Ball,” at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursdays in the Social Hall. Fee is $12 for walk-
ins, $10 per class if pre-registered by the month, 
and $5 for children. Call Cathy at xxx-xxxx or 
Steve at xxx-xxxx or e-mail  
coreconnectionfitness@yahoo.com.       
 

Drowning in Catalogues? 
   If you’re appalled by all those catalogues arriving 
in your mail this time of year, opt out (and save 
trees) by logging on to www.catalogchoice.org. 
You have to register, and then they will take you 
off designated catalogue mailing lists. This func-
tions like the “Do Not Call” list  for telemarketing 
phone calls.  
 

   UUW Resumes Meetings 
   The UUW will meet on Monday, January 7 at 10 
a.m. in the Fireside Room. We will discuss our 
plans for 2008. All women members of the Congre-
gation and their guests are invited. 

 
 Stop Hunger Now! 

   Hunger knows no season. Please donate your  
non-perishable food items to CHOW via the blue 
bin the cloak room. Please, no exotic foods, glass 
jars or foods that have gone beyond their expiration 
date. 
 

Congratulations! 
   Congratulations to Ron Clupper, who has been 
appointed Sunday Services Set-Up Coordinator.  



         Forming a Green Sanctuary  
Committee 

   The Board of UUCB has voted to form a Green 
Sanctuary Committee, and I have been charged with 
its formation. 
What it is: 
   The Green Sanctuary Committee will provide lead-
ership for our efforts to raise awareness regarding 
environmental issues, develop links between ‘green’ 
issues and social justice issues, infuse green themes 
in our worship services, and contribute green per-
spectives to our thriving religious education pro-
grams. 
What we need: 
   This committee needs members who share a com-
mitment to raising our consciousness regarding envi-
ronmental stewardship and global warming.  It needs 
members from every age group and every level of 
expertise.  Members with expertise will be very wel-
come, of course, but others with a budding interest 
and a willingness to work hard for an important 
cause will be equally welcomed. 
What you need to do: 
   Please send me an e-mail [xxxxxx@xxxxxx] or 
give me a call at xxx-xxxx.  Let me know that you’re 
interested and identify one of the following themes 
that particularly attracts you: 
 Worship and Celebration 
 Religious Education 
 Environmental Justice 
 Sustainable Living 
What you’ll be asked to do: 
· Members will need to be committed for at least a 
year.  We expect the process of gaining recognition 
as a Green Sanctuary to take at least two years. 
· Some committee members will be asked to join 
and work closely with other standing committees of 
the Congregation. 
   The Green Sanctuary Committee will be asked to 
elect its own chair, co-chair and secretary. 
   Becoming a Green Sanctuary represents an impor-
tant and exciting opportunity for the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Congregation of Binghamton to develop a 
responsible relationship with the Earth and to pro-
vide leadership on environmental issues for the 
Southern Tier.  Please join me in transforming this 
commitment into a reality.  
                                        —Chris Rounds, Moderator 

    Welcoming All Children Workshop 
What: "Welcoming All Children," a workshop to 
help religious educators and congregations better un-
derstand how we can welcome and meet the needs of 
all children. 
When: Saturday, January 19, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Where: Syracuse 1st UU, 109 Waring Rd. 
Sponsored by: Syracuse 1st UU, May Memorial UU 
Society and Plymouth Congregational Church 
(UCC),. 
Fee: Pre-registered, $20, $25 at the door. 
Pre-registration date:  January 5 
Facilitated by:  Sally Patton, author of Welcoming 
Children with  Special Needs: A Guidebook for Faith 
Communities 
To register:  Request a  form from registrar Sonja 
Lamicela at firstdre@twcny.rr.com. 
  

         Membership Chair Sought 
   We are still looking for a temporary chair for the 
Membership Committee. Someone has indicated a 
willingness to chair the committee next fall. We need 
someone to carry us through the rest of the 2007-08 
year. Duties include: calling meetings and delegating 
duties, managing advertising funds, assisting with 
newcomer and new member events, contacting visi-
tors, and coordinating greeters. Most important will 
be to work with the minister to reconstitute the com-
mittee. 

 

Need a Clergy Visit? 
    If any member of your family is anticipating be-
ing admitted to area hospitals, and desires a pastoral 
visit, contact the office at 729-1641 with names and 
dates. Hospitals, in order to comply with Federal 
laws governing privacy, cannot contact clergy with 
this information, as they have in the past 
 

Feldenkrais Class Starts Up 
   Sally Motyka Thompson will teach a series of 
seven Awareness Through Movement classes begin-
ning Mon., Jan. 28 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the Social 
Hall. These classes consist of gentle movement se-
quences, designed by Dr. Moshe Feldenkrais, that 
address habitual movement patterns.  Learn how to 
bring new ease and awareness to all your daily ac-
tivities. For more information contact: 
Sally Motyka Thompson, xxx-xxxx or 
xxxxxx @xxxxxx. 
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