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Upcoming Sunday Services 
December 9            “Apocryphal Tales”                Rev. Douglas Taylor 
The Hannukah story is found in a portion of the bible between the Old and New 
Testaments, which Christians call the Apocrypha. “Apocryphal” means “hidden” and 
sometimes understood to mean “not authoritative.” Special Jewish (klezmer) music by 
Martin Bidney, violin, and Charlene Thomson,  piano. 
 
December 16  “Myths, Meanings and Miracles”   Rev. Janet Ernisse 
What does the Christmas story mean to Unitarian-Universalists? Service includes the 
Santa Lucia processional. 
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                          REflections 
 Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesdays. Other days, 
leave a  message at 729-1641. 
�������� Each year, I vow that I will be more prepared next 
Christmas, and now it is already December.  I walk 
a fine line between the expectation and hope that I 
wish this season to be, and the sheer panic of a 
deadline rushing towards me. I know that the holi-
days need not be expensive and stressful, focused 
on spending, busyness, material objects, glitz and 
glitter. Each year, I need reminders that the fulfill-
ment, sense of connection and spirit I seek this time 
of year are not to be found at the mall.  Mostly, it is 
to be found at home, for the spirit of Christmas I 
seek comes with a sense of connection to myself, 
loved ones and nature, and in the opportunity to 
express creativity, to laugh, to eat, to make merry, 
to remember, to share simple traditions. Whether 
we meet in my home or yours or our shared church 
home, the spirit of Christmas for me is about mak-
ing room, making room for those I care about, mak-
ing room especially for family and children.����
   It is an interesting contradiction to me that the 
antidote for the emptiness that can creep into this 
season is not to fill that space, as we sometimes 
tend to do, with busy calendars and overflowing 
shopping carts, but rather to make room. Make 
room for asking the hard questions, saying the 
heartfelt words; make room for taking a risk, for 
starting a new tradition. Make room for the people 
that matter, make room for yourself, for music and 
singing; make room for the spirit of mystery and 
wonder.  Make room for a child. Just as in the long 
ago story of that first Christmas, the magic of this 
season may just be in making room for the ordinary 
and celebrating.                                — in joy, Lynn 
 
  

RE Calendar 
December 8 – Holiday Craft Workshop,  
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
December 9 – Middle School Benefit Bake   
Sale; 10:30 a.m., Children’s Choir rehearsal 
December 16 – Santa Lucia Celebration 
December 23 – Holiday Intergenerational 
Worship Services, No RE Classes, Nursery 
Open 

 

             From the Minister   
Office Hours: Tues., Thurs., noon-4; Wed.. 10:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m.; Monday, day off; working from 
home on Friday. Other times: xxx-xxxx.  
 
    Unitarian Universalism has got to be about the 
only religious option that encourages doubt.  Skep-
ticism and Agnosticism are prevalent in our congre-
gations, and are certainly here at the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Congregation of Binghamton.  I see this as 
a good thing.  Doubt helps us to steer clear of much 
idolatry.  We do well to have a touch of agnosti-
cism, a dash of doubt, if you will, in all of our reli-
gious statements.  As a religious movement, Unitar-
ian Universalism is constantly pushing itself be-
yond narrow definitions of religion.  We are per-
petually searching for a better way to see and a bet-
ter to describe what we experience as religious peo-
ple.  We recognize that revelation is not sealed. We 
know that insight and growth can and often do 
come from unexpected quarters.  We are a commu-
nity of people in the search.  
 
   Taoist sage, Chang Tzu wrote: 
Fishing baskets are employed to catch fish; but 
when the fish are got, the men forget the baskets; 
snares are employed to catch hares, but when the 
hares are got, men forget the snares.  Words are 
employed to convey ideas; but when the ideas are 
grasped, men forget the words. 
 
   The natural world and our experiences of it are 
complex and varied.  We live and move in a com-
plex, multi-dimensional world.  Words are like 
maps that represent our experiences.  The natural 
world and our experiences of it are complex and 
varied.  Words are like maps that represent our ex-
periences of the complex multi-dimensional world 
we live in.  We are like cartographers faced with 
the task of creating a flat map of a curved 
earth.  Words can be close approximations at best, 
never exact representations. 
 
   And so it is good to honor our doubts.  In this 
way, we remain open to deeper understandings of 
the real world in which we live, rather than cherish-
ing the words we’ve grown accustomed to using. 
                                                                -douglas 



 Social Justice Opportunities 
   Several opportunities  are offered through the re-
ligious education program for children and families 
to joyfully share their gratitude, generosity, and ap-
preciation with others this holiday season: 
 

   HOLIDAY CRAFT WORKSHOP  
    Saturday, December 8,  11 a.m.– 1:00 p.m. 
  All are invited to this festive Holiday event.  Join 
us to make some holiday crafts or decorations, eat 
lunch and pizza, and put up our Mitten Tree. Bring 
your donations of  mittens, gloves, hats, and new or 
gently used winter coats. Contributions will go   to 
the Family Enrichment network to assist needy 
children and families this winter. 

 
BAKE SALE TO BENEFIT FAMILY  
Sunday, December 9 at Coffee Hour 

   The Middle School class has generously agreed 
to adopt a family for the holidays. They are spon-
soring this bake sale to help raise funds to bring 
Christmas to a family of five children who recently 
experienced a house fire. Bring home some deli-
cious goodies  and make a difference! 
 

        GUEST AT YOUR TABLE 
   To support the Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee (UUSC) in their social justice work and 
outreach around the world, get a Guest at Your Ta-
ble Box from Lynn Garman, DRE.  Boxes will be 
collected during the Holiday Intergenerational 
Worship services on December 23. To learn more, 
visit the UUSC website, www.uusc.org/ia/gayt.  
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Children's Choir 
   In preparation for the Holiday service on Decem-
ber 23, a Children's Choir Rehearsal will be held on 
December 9 at 10:30 am. Vicki Gordon will be 
teaching the children a simple, one-rehearsal piece.  
All interested children are welcome to attend. 

 Lucia “Cats Eyes Cookie” Bakers   
   We will have our annual Santa Lucia celebration 
during the December 16 Worship Services, and it 
wouldn’t be complete without the Lucia Cats Cook-
ies.  Mark your calendar now to bake a batch of 
cookies to share that morning as a part of this an-
nual UUCB tradition. If you can help, or if you 
have questions, call Lynn Garman, 729-1641.   
 

Swedish Vanilla Cookies 
About 25 cookies 

1 cup (2 sticks) butter 
½ cup sugar 
2 ½ cups flour 
2 Tablespoons vanilla 
confectioner’s sugar 
raisins 
   Blend sugar and butter.  Add vanilla and mix.  
Add sifted flour, ½ cup at a time. Dough will be 
very stiff. Shape into balls about the size of a large 
walnut. Each ball will make one St. Lucia Cat 
cookie. To shape the cookies, dip hands in confec-
tioners’ sugar. Make a “snake” of dough 6”-7” 
long. Curl one end around itself in a spiral, and 
then bend the other end up and around in a spiral, 
like a closed “S” shape. Put raisins in the center of 
each curl to make the cat’s eyes. Transfer cookie 
with floured spatula to a greased cookie sheet.  
Bake at 350 degrees for 5-10 minutes. 
 
  
 

Jumpin' January 
   Plans are underway for another Jumpin' January!   
During this winter intersession, we take a break 
from the usual religious education program and of-
fer a series of multi-age workshops for all children, 
youth and adults. This is an opportunity to keep 
those New Year’s resolutions and learn something 
new, meet someone new, or try something new.   
   This year, we are trying something new; we have 
chosen a theme, and our workshops will focus on 
strengthening our connection to the earth and build-
ing environmental awareness.  If you are interested 
in leading a workshop, or have a suggestion for one 
you would like to attend, please contact Lynn 
Garman or Douglas Taylor at 729-1641. 
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             Nowell Sing We Clear 
    Last chance to get tickets! Pageantry, tomfool-
ery,  merriment and superb musicianship return to 
UUCB with this quartet of (mostly) British trouba-
dours, who celebrate the winter solstice and Christ-
mas as in pagan and Medieval times. Sun., Dec. 9, 
at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary (a different show than 
last year!). Tickets are $20 at the door, $15 in ad-
vance for congregants/seniors/students with ID; $8 
for kids 12 and under. Call the office at729-1641. 

  

 Stewardship Questionnaire   
   The Stewardship Committee, with the help of 
Wes Ernsberger ( A BIG “THANK YOU” TO 
WES), has tallied and summarized the responses of 
last year’s stewardship campaign questions and 
forwarded them to the board of trustees. The news 
is good! It is obvious from your responses that 
many of you feel connected and welcomed and 
value the sense of community the congregation of-
fers. The board of trustees is also taking your sug-
gestions seriously. As we plan for our 50th anniver-
sary at our current location, work on revising our 
mission statement and make plans in program 
council, your suggestions will help to inform our 
plans and future direction. Thank you! 
   During our next stewardship campaign, you will 
again have the opportunity to communicate to the 
stewardship team what is important to you about 
the congregation and what we could do more of. If 
you have an idea for a question you would like to 
include in this year’s campaign questionnaire, 
please drop it off at the church office, care of the 
stewardship committee. 
   —Petra Stone, member of the Board of Trustees 
and the Stewardship Committee 
               

                  Yankee Swap Revels 
   The time is near for our Infamous Yankee Swap 
Christmas Party. This year, only funny, zany, and 
ridiculous gifts are allowed! Everyone is invited to 
come for some serious silliness at 6 p.m. on Satur-
day December 15.  We will start with a potluck 
supper (bring your own table setting) in the Social 
Hall, followed by the Yankee Swap in the Fireside 
Room. For more information, contact Patty Parsons 
at xxxxxx@xxxxxx. 

 

   

    New Mission Statement Retreat 
   A congregational retreat to write a new mission 
statement will be held from 2:30-5:30 p.m. on Sat., 
Dec. 8 in the Social Hall. Contact Rev. Taylor for 
more information or child care. 
  

  Conversation: the Green Sanctuary    
   December 9, between and after services, Modera-
tor Chris Rounds and members of UUCB's Envi-
ronmental Task Force will distribute information 
and answer questions regarding the Green Sanctu-
ary Program.   
 

Christmas Worship Services 
    Dec. 23, 9:15/11 a.m., Holiday Intergenerational 
Family Services;  December 24, Candlelight Christ-
mas Eve services will be held at 7 and 9 p.m. The 
earlier service will be geared toward families; the 
later service more for adults. 
 �
      Evening of Celebration and Song 
   Goldsmith and fellow congregant Bill Thorpe in-
vites you to an evening of celebration and song in 
the Fireside Room from 6-11 p.m. on  Fri., Dec. 7 
with an exhibition of fine crafts by local artists for 
your perusal and purchase.  Bill and his associates 
at Future Relics Studio Glenn Herbert and 
Marianne Bauer are joined  by jeweler Rachel 
Light, ceramic artist Tess Lawlor, and masquerade 
artist Erica Downey.  
    Wine, cheese, cider, cocoa and home baked re-
freshments will be served. Enjoy music by mem-
bers of Fine Companions and the Bardicci Consort, 
and a guest or two. 
    Find unsurpassed yuletide treasure for children 
and tasteful gift ideas for adults. Please join us in 
raising holiday spirits and supporting local arts. 
  

         Fireside Room Art Exhibit 
   The artwork of BCC  instructor Nancy H. Ryan   
will be on display in the Fireside Room through 
mid-January. Recently, these  new pieces were  ex-
hibited at the Artists’ Cooperative Gallery at 213 
on State Street.  She has exhibited her work in 
many galleries, including Roberson. The exhibit 
includes  mixed-media: woodcut, monotype and 
collage.    



 Hear ye, Hear ye! 
   All those interested or curious about being in stew-
ard or captain of stewards in next year’s stewardship 
campaign, the time has come to let us know who you 
are. “What is a steward, you ask?” Well, is steward 
can be many things, but in this context, we are talking 
about someone who would like to meet with fellow 
congregants as part of our annual stewardship cam-
paign, get to know them better and offer them a fo-
rum to voice their ideas and concerns, as well as give 
them an opportunity to pledge their monetary support 
for the church. 
   Stewards who participated last year stated that the 
experience was both rewarding and fun. Some were 
surprised how pleasant the experience was, since part 
of it was about money, but surprisingly, only a part. 
All stewards receive training and ongoing support 
from their captains, so no one is expected to “go it 
alone.” A stewardship captain is a steward of stew-
ards. Interested? Curious? Please contact Petra Stone 
at xxx-xxxx or xxxxxx@xxxxxx re: stewarding to let 
me know you are interested or to get more informa-
tion.    —Petra Stone, 2008-2009 Stewardship Cam-
paign, General Campaign Chair 
             

              From the Collector 
   Collector Scott Husted asks that when making 
donations, you always write the purpose of the 
check on the memo line. On Sundays with Spe-
cial Collections, make the check out to UUCB 
and write the name of the charity on the memo 
line. This will make Scott’s task easier. 

  
 

Church Mouse 
   Where there’s a Will, there’s a Way. Thanks to 
Will, Hunter, Luke and Will from the Intermedi-
ate Class, who made the delicious stone soup 
served after the 11 a.m. service last month. They 
were helped by Kate Thorpe and Marcie Ren-
wick. 

 

  A Taste of ‘Simply the Best’ 
   On December 9, the Social Hour will be hosted 
by Andrea Palmeri, and will feature food from 
her recently-published cookbook, Simply The 
Best. The cookbook will be on sale during the 
Social Hour. The cost is $10 and a portion 
of the profits will be donated to CHOW. 
 

   Stop Hunger in Broome County 
     Please donate non-perishable food items by 
placing them in the blue CHOW bin in the cloak-
room. Our Special Collection on November 18  
CHOW raised $824 and 18 bags of groceries. 
Let’s keep up the momentum. 
  
  
 
 
 

  

Memorial Service for Anne Herman 
   A memorial service for long-time peace activist 
Anne Herman, who died on Thanksgiving day, 
will be held at 12:30 p.m., on Sat. Dec. 8 in the 
Sanctuary. All are invited. 
  

    Holiday Craft Fair Follow-Up 
   November has gone and with it, another suc-
cessful UUCB Holiday Gift Show. Everything 
was beautiful this year, as always. Thank you to 
the planning committee members:  Rachel Light, 
Sara Clavez and Dolores Elliott. We really and 
truly couldn't have pulled this off without them 
this year. Thanks also to all of you who helped 
out throughout the show, especially Jean 
Ploutz ,who was there from setup to the end, and 
Jeff Deacon, who wrangled the snack bar and 
made everything look so yummy!   
   Sales were a little sluggish this year as com-
pared to previous years. Yet the church made 
about $1,600 in profit.  I call this a sucess. Thank 
you all for that!   
   As many of you know, I have decided that this 
was my last year heading up the show. I LOVE 
this show and  feel it's one of the best fundrais-
ers/social events that our congregation holds each 
year.  However, this year, I found that I did not 
have the time to put into it. 
    For this reason,  I am passing off this show to 
Lora Timonin (and anyone else will to pitch in!) 
for next year. I still plan to be involved  and hope 
to  have more than just jelly to sell! I hope you 
all will continue to support this show and the 
next organizer. Hopefully, with some fresh eyes, 
the show can be an even bigger success!   
                                                      —Addie Deacon 
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